
LINK UP

TOGETHER WE ACHIEVE

Hedland Senior High School had three 
teams compete in the Opti-MINDS 
Challenge Regional Finals this term, with 
the Year 9 Social Sciences team moving 
on to the State Finals in Perth.

The Opti-MINDS Challenge is a creative 
problem-solving competition which 
empowers participants to think, create 
and communicate as a team in either a 
Language Literature, Social Sciences or 
Science Engineering challenge.

The Literature Language challenge 
involved writing a play that used as many 

language devices as possible. The Social 
Sciences competitors created a play about 
why society needs rules, while the Science 
Engineering students developed two 
devices to prevent a chocolate egg from 
breaking when dropped from a height of 
1.5m.

Year 9 students Dodi Tuando, Tara 
Mellberg, Skye Stewart, Helen Sang, Bella 
Gepte and Alex Britcliffe received a top 
WA score, allowing them to move onto 
the Social Sciences State Final at Curtin 
University at the end of Term 3.

PRINCIPAL'S REPORT
BY KELLY SUMMERS

AS TERM 3 WINDS TO 
A CLOSE, I WANT TO 
WISH OUR YEAR 12 
STUDENTS ALL OF THE 
BEST FOR THEIR FINAL 
SCHOOL HOLIDAYS. 
It’s hard to believe that in 4 weeks 
we will be celebrating with them the 
culmination of 13 years of formal 
education and bidding them well as 
they start the next phase of their life 
journey. 

Before our twelves celebrate, many 
will have a busy break with some 
students travelling to Perth to 
participate in their practical WACE 
examinations and then return 
in the second week to embrace 
the opportunity to participate in 
intensive revision seminars before 
their final exams. I have no doubt 
that this high level of support will 
provide our ATAR students with 
a great foundation and renewed 
confidence in their abilities to do 
well in their WACE examinations. 

As this “Link Up” goes to the press 
it is a pleasure to see many of the 
Term’s achievements highlighted. 
I am continually impressed by the 
extensive opportunities available to
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YEAR 8 LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE CHALLENGE COMPETITIORS CAITLYN MYBURGH, 
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the students at Hedland SHS. Such 
opportunities don’t happen without 
hardworking and dedicated staff, 
community support and motivated parents 
and volunteers who embrace the school 
motto of Together we Achieve.  This 
term students have had opportunities to 
represent the school regionally and in 
Perth in competitions and tournaments 
such as the Regional Maths Competition, 
Opti-MINDS and YOH Fest. Our Trade 
Training Centre is gearing up to host 
the World Skills Competition early next 
term, which will see our outstanding 
metals and engineering students put their 
technical skills to the test against first year 
apprentices from across the region.

During this term we have been working 
diligently to improve our communication 
with parents and the wider community. 
While we have made vast headways in this 
space we acknowledge that there is still a 
way to go. Recently the School Board met 
with Mr Rod Lowther,  Director of the 
Schools Expert Review Group. In light of 
incidents that have been published this 
year, an inquiry will be conducted into 
school Relationships.  The Expert Review 
Group will be here for up to five days 

during Week 2 Term 4, interviewing staff 
and talking with parents, students and 
community representatives. Parents are 
encouraged to come forward to provide 
feedback to the Expert Review Group. If 
you would like to nominate to provide 
feedback, please contact me for more 
information.  The inquiry will help identify 
our areas of strengths and highlight 
opportunities for development.  I will keep 
our school community up to date as the 
process gets underway.

Finally I would like to acknowledge all of 
efforts of the staff at Hedland SHS. Their 
hard work, consistent application of the 
Hedland Way, dedication to providing high 
care and concern for student’s health and 
wellbeing and team approach to finding 
solutions has ensured that we have seen 
huge improvement against our Term 3 
focus to improve student behaviour. 

Finally I wish all members of our school 
community a safe and well earned break 
and look forward to seeing everyone back 
refreshed and reinvigorated on Monday 
9th October.

KELLY SUMMERS 
Principal 

This term Year 6 & 7 students participating in the after-school STEM workshops have been learning 
about civil engineering concepts. They tested their design skills through building popstick bridges.

CAMERON PILAPIL 
STEM COORDINATOR

STEM WORKSHOPS

SPECIALIST ARTS 
PROGRAM

This term our Specialist Arts 
students have been creating stage 
props for the upcoming production 
in Term 4. This includes lots and lots 
of fake dead leaves!

Did you know that, due to the new 
popularity of chalkboard walls 
in cafes and businesses, being a 
chalkboard artist is now a job? Our 
students tried their hand at the 
tricky craft, creating a chalkboard 
menu for the school canteen. 

LAURA FRANCIS 
HOLA Arts



IMPORTANT INFORMATION

DATES TO REMEMBER

9 OCTOBER Start of term students and staff
13 OCTOBER LEAP applications close 
18 OCTOBER Year 12 Dinner
19 OCTOBER VETIS World Skills Competition
20 OCTOBER Year 12 Awards Presentation
20 OCTOBER Last day of school for Year 12s
21 OCTOBER LEAP aptitude testing 
1 NOVEMBER ATAR exams begin 
2 NOVEMBER School Board meeting 
10 NOVEMBER No school for students 
15 NOVEMBER Year 6 Parent Information Evening

Dates are subject to last minute changes. 

Please phone administration on 9172 8000  

VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS AND CHARGES 
A reminder that the Voluntary 
Contributions and Charges are due and 
we would appreciate if payments could be 
finalised by the end of Term 3.
Payment of these charges goes directly to 
assisting the delivery of the curriculum to 
all students, therefore your cooperation in 
making your payment is appreciated.

Please note that charges are compulsory 
for Year 11 and 12 courses as well as for 
Kicking and Shooting Goals, the Specialist 
Arts after school program and the after 
school STEM program.

If you have any queries or would like a 
copy of your child’s statement please 
contact the administration on 9172 8000. 

YEAR BOOKS

This year there will be a school Year Book 
available to all students to purchase for 
$25.00.

Previously it was known as the School 
Leavers Magazine for Year 12’s only, but 
this year the student-run committee has 
decided to publish content and photos for 
all year groups. 

The Year Book will be given to Year 12 
students for free as a farewell gift, but 

other year groups will need to purchase 
one if they are interested. Having a 
collection of Year Books from each year 
of your schooling can be nice way to 
remember your time at HSHS.

Payment can be made by direct debt to 
the school account or EftPos, cash or 
cheque to the administration.

If you would like to purchase a school 
Year Book please have payment made by 
22 September 20017.  We do apologies for 
the late notice.

PARENT REPRESENTATIVE - SCHOOL BOARD

We are currently seeking nominations 
for the position of Parent Representative 
for the Hedland SHS IPS (Independent 
Public School) School Board.  
As part of the cyclic process of a school 
board, places become available due to the 
end of a representatives tenure and at 
this point in time Hedland Senior High 
School Board is calling for one (1) Parent 
Representative to fill a vacant position.  
Further information about being a 
School Board Representative and how to 
nominate can be found on your Connect 
notices and on the school website.

The Young Endeavour Youth Scheme 
is taking applications for young 
Australians aged 16-23 to join a 
voyage in the national sail training 
ship Young Endeavour.

A voyage in Young Endeavour is an 
exciting experience and a unique 
opportunity for youth to develop 
skills for life. 

Applications are open at              
www.youngendeavour.gov.au. 
Voyage fees and conditions will 
apply to successful applicants.

Year 9 students Sophie Marlow and 
Maeve Cameron-Webster and Year 10 
student Tyler Kavanagh were awarded 
high distinctions in the 2017  
Australian History and Geography 
Competition, having scored in the top 
10% of national results.

Year 7 students Aparna Sunil, Shayan 
Quazi, Felix Lavaki and Stevie Gros-
smith, Year 8 student Madeline Curtis-
Davis, Year 9 student Elsie Grossmith 
and Year 10 students Rhylie Townsend 
and Joanna Collins were awarded 
distinctions.

The annual Australian History and Ge-
ography Competition challenges Year 
7 to 12 students to demonstrate their 
skills in interpreting and analysing 
information, and rewards instances of 
individual excellence in these fields.

The competition is designed to test 
students on their skills rather than 
memorised knowledge – skills like 
analysing topographic maps, graphs 
and historical sources.

TRACEE BOSMAN 
HOLA HASS

AUSTRALIAN HISTORY AND 
GEOGRAPHY COMPETITION

YOUNG ENDEAVOUR



Congratulations to all students involved in this year’s HSHS Athletics Carnival.  
It was a fantastic day of traditional athletics events, dress up costumes, fun and 
team spirit. The enthusiastic, fair and responsible participation of all students 
contributed to a great event. Thank you to One Tree Community Services and 
Woolworths Port Hedland for the kind donation of 1500 bottles of water to keep 

us cool on the hot day.

JOEL AGLAND 
HOLA Physical Education

RESULTS

HEDLAND SHS ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 2017

Year Champion Runner-Up Winning Team

Year 7 Girls

Year 7 Boys

Tayla Russell

Jamal Doyle

Emma Schmitch

Saika Bero

Team 1: Elly, Layla, Alvin, Jamal, Piper, 
Saxon, Sharna, Tayla & Emma

Year 8 Girls

Year 8 Boys

Grace Scroggie

Raziah Stewart

Aaliyah Ozies

Hemi Wiringi

Team 9: Justin,  Hemi, Blade, Brodie, 
Kash, Sam, Jed, Jay & Teja

Year 9 Girls

Year 9 Boys

Gemma Hodder

Ethan Gould

Mackayla Denney

Kane Cottier

Team 3: Iesha, Hannah, Keara, Klitah, 
Gemma, Tyona, Frankie & Eddie

Year 10 Girls

Year 10 Boys

Jasmine Kilmartin

Matthew Stewart

Holly Spurling Team 5: Tanae, Azanii, Courtney, Holly, 
Jas, Shane, Taylah, Jade

Upper School Girls

Upper School Boys

Ashlee Ward

Daniel George

Kailan Lampton

Aneaus Brierly & Kane 
Edwards

Team 4: Shyleen, Chelsea, Tess, Dana, 
Emily, Ella, Karla, Jack & Jack



HEALTH & WELLBEING

BHP RAIL SAFETY PRESENTATIONS
During Rail Safety week this term, 
representatives from BHP delivered a 
presentation to Year 11 and 12 students 

students about rail safety when driving.

CYBER SAFETY PRESENTATIONS
Hedland Senior High School has been 
working with South Hedland Police for 
some time on the delivery of a cyber-safety 
program to students. Laura Hayes from 
South Hedland Police delivered the first 
session to Years 7 and 8 this term. Sessions 
for Year 9s and Senior School students will 
be delivered in Week 2 of next term.

WA Police have tailored their program to 
meet the different developmental needs 
of students in each age range. There is 
an emphasis in all sessions on the laws 
relating to online conduct and what young 
people need to watch out for to ensure they 
stay safe online.

HIP HOP INCURSION
Deadly Hearts' Indigenous Hip Hop 
Program visited the school this term 
to hold hip hop dance workshops, with 
the key message of not letting shame or 
embarassment hold students back from 
reaching their best potential.

TENEAL RUSSELL & ASHLEY CHAMBERLAIN 
STUDENT SUPPORT MANAGERS

R U OK? DAY

HEDLAND SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL TEACHERS AND STUDENT SUPPORT STAFF 
ENCOURAGED STUDENTS TO CHECK IN WITH THEIR MATES WHO MIGHT BE 
STRUGGLING

Hedland Senior High School students 
were encouraged to have meaningful 
conversations about mental health 
through a range of celebrations and 
activities for R U Ok? Day last week.

R U OK? Day is a national day of action 
held annually to encourage and empower 
all people to regularly and meaningfully 
ask ‘are you ok?’ to support those 
struggling with life. 

Retired NRL Dragons player Dan Hunt 
visited the school to run workshops with 
Year 8, 9 and 11 students, where he spoke 
about his own experience with mental 
illness and how young people can manage 
their mental health.

The school also hosted a “Wellness 
Fair” where students could speak 
to representatives from community 

organisations about different services they 
can utilise when they need help managing 
their mental health.

Organisations such as Helping Minds, 
Well Women’s Centre, Relationships 
Australia, Wirraka Maya, Bloodwood 
Tree and the Youth Involvement Council 
attended.

The R U Ok? Day celebrations are 
part of a range of new initiatives being 
implemented by Hedland Senior High 
School’s Health and Wellbeing team, 
assisted by the Student Council.

Hedland Senior High School would like to 
thank BHP for arranging Dan Hunt's visit, 
and all of the community organisations 
who came out to engage our students in 
meaningful conversations about taking 
care of their mental health.



 In 2017, Hedland Senior High School’s 
VET program has utilised the school’s 
canteen and commercial kitchen to offer a 
hospitality training program. The course 
involves food preparation, customer service, 
barista training, and rigorous theoretical 
study. Hospitality students are thriving in 
this first year of the program’s inception!

This course is an excellent pathway to 
employment – hospitality skills are valuable 
in any industry and can allow a young 
person to work anywhere in the world. 
Needless to say, the Hospitality program has 
seen exciting outcomes thus far and holds 
unlimited potential moving forward.

In Term 3, the program’s Year 12 students 
invited staff to attend a catered event 
“Tastes and Sounds of Hedland Senior High 
School”. The event not only showcased the 
food being produced within the canteen but 
also the stellar customer service skills our 
students possess. The level of service from 
Year 12 students Josh Dann, Jesse Guest, 
Bella Dans, Ayla Farrell, Brittany Page, 
and Bella Pale, left an impression on the 
45 guests in attendance. Cody Whitehurst-
Simpson and his homemade ice coffees 
were crowd favourites. The décor designed 
by Sarah Corbett and Paige Jordan made a 
significant impression on one guest who was 
caught taking snap shots of inspiration for 
an upcoming event!

Later in the term, Hospitality students 
represented Hedland SHS at ESS Gateway 
Village for a Daffodil Day luncheon. The 
students received fine dining service 
experience, serving a three course lunch for 

community members attending the event. 
Josh Dann closed the event by delivering a 
speech to all guests and thanking ESS Event 
Manager, Mj van Vuuren, for the valuable 
opportunity. 

Both events exposed students to the 
pressures of the hospitality industry, and 
both events saw our students excel.  

Inside the Canteen, hospitality students are 
thriving. Rarely does a day go by without 
assistance from a handful of hospitality 
students, offering their time before school, 
during recess, lunch, or after school. 
Thanks in particular to students Lauren 
Fuller, Kirrilee Lockyer, Cass Angel, Kailan 
Lampton, Tiffany Balano, Imogen Dyke, 
Paige Jordan, Bella Pale, Josh Dann, Lachy 
Ryan, Ayla Farrell and Sarah Corbett 
for their consistent contributions to the 
Canteen. 

In 2017, the school’s Canteen will have 
produced over ten thousand sausage rolls 
and ten thousand toasties! The demand 
for Canteen goods exceeded program 
expectations and as a result, 2018 will see a 
push for community volunteers.

As the year winds down, the Canteen 
wishes all of our Year 12 students a happy 
and healthy transition to the next phase of 
your lives! Thank you again for all of your 
contributions to this space!

JACQUI SNYDER 
HOSPITALITY TEACHER & CANTEEN 
MANAGER

With a fun and active working 
environment, volunteering at ‘The 
Canteen’ is a great way for parents and 
community members to become involved 
within the school. The hospitality 
program can assist anyone interested in 
volunteering to obtain a Working with 
Children Check and to complete a short 
food-handling safety program. 

The Canteen is seeking enthusiastic 
volunteers to assist in the food preparation 
and in serving our students and staff 
during our recess and lunch opening times. 

Volunteers with an interest in sharing their 
food knowledge or gaining experience in 
the food industry are welcome to become a 
part of our team.

Volunteering Hours

Monday:  9:30-1:30

Wednesday:  9:30-1:30

Friday:  9:30-1:30

Please contact us via email school.
canteenhshs@education.wa.edu.au or 
phone 9172 8078 to become involved.

Ceire Turner, a former chef at Jamie 
Oliver's restaurants, brought her diabetes 
education and healthy eating program to 
the Certificate II Hospitality students this 
term. Many students were surprised by 
the link between eating excess sugar and 
poor eyesight caused by diabetes, and all 
thoroughly enjoyed the program.

HOSPITALITY VOLUNTEER AT THE CANTEEN

LIONS OUTBACK VISION WORKSHOP



SHOOTING GOALS

Our Year 10 Shooting Goals students have 
been working very hard this year to earn 
a spot on the 2017 Shooting Goals New 
Zealand Tour.  Students have displayed 
positive behaviour in school and the 
Shooting Goals environment and have also 
spent many hours volunteering at Port 
Hedland Netball Association's Net Set Go! 
Program during Term 2.

Congratulations to the following students 
who were offered and accepted a spot on 
this year's tour:

Verinia Bin Saad, Courtney Charles, Azanii 
Deegan, Taylah Edwards, Jade Ferguson, 
Jasmin Kilmartin, Amanda Mitton, Kaylea 
Smith, Holly Spurling, Sarah Stevens, 
Ashlee Wood and Pascal Zoghbi.

Whilst in New Zealand our students will 
travel to Auckland and Christchurch where 
they will witness world class netball when 

the Australian Diamonds and the New 
Zealand Silver Ferns battle it out for the 
Constellation Cup. Students will also play 
a match against a school from Auckland.  
When in Christchurch students will also 
experience some true maori culture, with 
a live show and a traditional hangi for 
dinner.

This is a fantastic opportunity for the 
students selected to further their netball 
knowledge, watch elite netball played in 
a stadium with the sport's most fanatical 
supporters, as well as learn more about 
the history, culture and nature of another 
country.

We look forward to sharing our story 
and photos in the next edition of the 
newsletter.

TRACEY SWAMI 
SHOOTING GOALS COORDINATOR 

KICKING GOALS

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT

BOOK WEEK 2017

Each year across Australia, young people 
and books are brought together through 
celebrating Children's Book Week. This 
year's theme was "Escape to Everywhere" 
and Hedland SHS celebrated in style!

During Book Week, the English 
Department ran a number of fun activities 
including a book exchange, a Harry Potter 
quiz testing students' knowledge of all 
things muggle and magical, and a student 

costume competition on the Friday.

Brenton McKenna, a young Yawuru artist 
and writer best known for his "Ubby's 
Underdogs" series of graphic novels, 
ran engaging and creative workshops on 
writing and illustrating with Lower School 
students during Book Week.

Staff dressed up in fantasy themed 
costumes on the Friday, including Alice 
in Wonderland, Peter Pan, Star Wars and 
Wizard of Oz themed costumes.

CREATIVE WRITING WORKSHOP

Year 11 and 12 ATAR English students 
took part in a one day workshop directed 
at maximising creative writing potential 
under exam conditions. Faciliated by 
novelist and PhD research candidate in 
Creative Writing and Education Kevin 
Price, this rich workshop was designed 
to address the specific area of weakness 
identified by the 2016 ATAR exam markers 
as well as concerns recognised by ATAR 
English teachers across the state.

SARAH MULHARE 
HOLA ENGLISH

Kicking Goals' West Coast Eagle's 
workshop for Term 3 was run by rookie 
Francis Watson. Watson provided the 
Year 7 students with lots of advice on 
becoming a footballer while living in 
rural WA, having grown up in Balgo 
and gone to school in Broome.

SHANE BEROS 
KICKING GOALS COORDINATOR

ASHLEE WARD, AMANDA MITTON, 
JADE FERGUSON, KAYLEA SMITH 
AND PASCAL ZOGHBI: FIVE OF 
THE HARD-WORKING STUDENTS 
TRAVELLING TO NEW ZEALAND.



Hedland Senior High School
45 Roberts Street, South Hedland WA 6722
T 08 9172 8000 
E Hedland.SHS@det.wa.edu.au  
www.hedlandshs.wa.edu.au

Develop your child’s exceptional academic talent.
Hedland Senior High School’s Learning Extension Academic 
Program (LEAP) challenges students through acceleration of 
the standard English, HASS, Maths and Science curriculum 
and provision of extension tasks.
If your child is in Year 6, apply now for entry into Year 7 LEAP 
in 2018.  Application packs are available from your primary 
school reception or Hedland Senior High School reception.
W: hedlandshs.wa.edu.au   T: 9172 8000

   APPLY NOW!  
  Applications   

  close Friday 

  13 October 2017

LEARNING EXTENSION
ACADEMIC PROGRAM
2018 APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN


