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LINK UP
MAY IS ALL ABOUT STEM

PRINCIPAL'S REPORT
BY BILL MANN

Hedland Senior High School is inviting
schools from across the Pilbara to explore
the excitement of STEM learning this
month in a variety of science and math
incursions.
HACKATHON
Earlier this month the Year 8 and 9 LEAP
classes and year 10 Academic Extension
class took to the Youth Involvement Centre
for a Hackathon.
The students joined professionals from
across Hedland industries where they
“hacked the school” in an action packed two
days of problem solving.
Brain storming ideas for the school of the
future and their vision for “Pilbara 2030”
the students let their imaginations run wild

and successfully collaborated with their
peers with open minds, lots of energy and
creativity.
On the final day, the students presented
their ideas to a panel of judges where the
winning group, made up of Mai Ibbotson,
Aparna Sunil, Ann Songalia, Keli Hill and
Sencia Chapotoka said the schools of the
future will include the use of Virtual Reality
technology.
Their award winning pitch explained how
students learn more effectively when in
a practical setting and through the use of
virtual reality, students will be given the
opportunity experience practical, real-life
demonstrations within the containment of a
classroom.
CONTINUES ON PAGE 2

THIS SCHOOL IS COMMITTED
TO BUILDING STRONG
PARTNERSHIPS WITH OUR
PARENTS AND THE WIDER
HEDLAND COMMUNITY.
This is a very important aspect of our
school’s operations, and we intend
this regular newsletter to be a key
component of this commitment. I trust
you will find the news and information
here interesting and informative, with
a clear focus on student activities and
achievements.
I wrote to all parents recently outlining
the major areas for focus as Hedland
SHS builds momentum in its push to
be a highly regarded and well respected
school servicing the local community.
I also highlighted areas where parents
and carers can play a key role in helping
teachers deliver better outcomes for all
students.
Over the coming weeks you will receive
semester reports and other information
regarding progress your child has made so
far this year.
If they have done well, please congratulate
them on their successes. If there is
room for improvement please have that
conversation about striving to do their
best work always.
CONTINUES ON PAGE 2.
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Contact teachers about strategies for
improvement. Meet with teachers during
the reporting day on June 20. Please work
with us to make sure all students leave this
school well-equipped for their future.

ROBOTICS CLUB
The Hedland Senior High School
Robotics Team have been working
at full capacity this term. Building
the robot has been difficult with the
lack of human resources and skills.
However, we have received support
from Mr Renner, who has kindly
given up his time to create a claw
and arm for our robot. Two of Mr
Renner’s students have also agreed
to help the students create the parts
required for our system.

Attendance and punctuality are very
important factors that impact significantly
on student achievement.
Regular attendance is essential if each
student’s learning journey is to progress
satisfactorily. Our school’s attendance rate
is below expectation and it needs to improve
if we are to improve student performance.

Please make sure your child attends school
regularly.
Finally I am really impressed with the range
of additional programs and activities on
offer at HSHS to provide a rich and engaging
curriculum here for all students.
Teachers and support staff are working
hard to make sure the school curriculum is
enjoyable, relevant and achievable. We want
all students to be successful learners.
BILL MANN
Principal

STEM Continued....

Students and parents have been
working very hard to fundraise
for the competition. They have
participated in events such as
sausage sizzles, selling fairy floss
at the West End Markets and have
plans to fundraise at the Welcome
to Hedland Night. The support from
the parents for this competition
has exceeded expectations and the
students are very grateful for all the
help so far.

Our next step is to attach the claw
to our robot drive-base, finish our
bumper and program our motors.
With all the positive enthusiasm
within the team, the students have
taken on all challenges with no
hesitation. No matter where we place
in the competition, the students will
have a journey of accomplishments,
memorable moments and laughs to
remember from this experience.

SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING CHALLENGE
2018

school while also showcasing all Hedland
SHS has to offer to visiting schools.

The STEM fun for term didn’t stop there
with the school eagerly preparing to host
year 6 and year 9 students from eight
schools across the Pilbara for the annual
Science and Engineering Challenge for
2018.

CHOOSE MATHS DAY

Students will get to experience aspects of
science and engineering they would not
usually see in their day-to-day classes and
open up their STEM Learning capabilities.
The challenge will be held in the Hedland
SHS gym this year, where students will be
able to experiene the excitement of science
and engineering in the comfort of their

In another exciting STEM event, Hedland
SHS will also be hosting Choose Maths Day
2018!
Students will be able to learn about where
maths can take them and equip them with
the knowledge and understanding the range
of applications and use of maths outside the
classroom.
From “speed-dating” with guest speakers to
group activities, the program will empower
students to pursue maths and future
associated careers!

DATES TO REMEMBER

SCHOOL UNIFORMS
SCHOOL JACKETS
As the winter months start rolling in,
parents/guardians and students are
reminded that students are required to
wear the school’s jacket that is shown
in the Hedland SHS uniform policy.

28 MAY
30 MAY
31 MAY
1 JUNE
6 JUNE
14 JUNE
15 JUNE
18 JUNE
19 JUNE
20 JUNE
25 JUNE
25 JUNE
28 JUNE
29JUNE

Science and Engineering Challenge
V Swans Hedland Cup
Choose Maths Day
Year 11 exams begin
PHEP Open Tutoring Parent Night
Aspire incursion
Careers Expo
Year 11/12 BHP work experience begins
Arts Showcase
Parent Teacher Interview Day
Country Week begins
Canberra Trip begins
Public board meeting
Last Day students Term 2

Dates are subject to last minute changes please phone administration on 9172 8000
for any updates.

Year 12 students are premitted to wear
their Leaver’s Jackets, however excursion jackets such as Canberra jumpers,
Country Week jackets andPHEP
jackets do not comply with the current
uniform standards.

INDUSTRY WORK EXPERIENCE

School jackets can be purchased for
$45.00 from the uniform shop on a
Friday morning.

Global mining giants BHP & FMG continue
to develop amazing opportunities unique
to Hedland Senior High School students.

OLD UNIFORMS

FMG has welcomed our year 12 Trade
Training Center students on site for a week
of real industry work experience.

Do you have school uniforms that
don’t fit anymore? Are they taking up
space? Donate them to the Health and
Wellbeing Centre today!
Hedland SHS is looking for second
hand uniforms in good condition to
provide to those children who forget
an item of clothing or are not wearing
correct uniform to ensure the school
dress code is adhered to throughout
the school term.
We welcome any donations so please
send your pre-loved item to the Health
and Wellbeing Centre or admin.

JOB OPPORTUNITIES
BHP has advertised two Apprenticeship
opportunities on Seek for:
•

WAIO & NIW Apprenticeship

•

Indigenous Only| WAIO and NIW
Apprenticeship.

Interested students can call Chris Weber on
9173 6260 for further enquiries.

VET

Nine students went to various FMG
work sites in Hedland to undertake on
the job training in various vocations of
the students choice including electrical,
boiler making, vehicle maintenance, rail
infrastructure and mechanical fitting. The
students said the experience showed them
the reality of working in the industry and
gained real world experience in the trades.
The students received lots of positive
feedback on their eagerness and industry
standard skills they’ve already developed
through the Trade Training Centre.
Thanks to their hard work and positive
feedback from the mining giant the 9
students now have the potential to be hired
as apprentices with FMG.
BHP in partnership with Programmed
have developed the ‘Exploring Career
Pathways program’ for Year 10 and 11
students during week 8. The interview
process included a Drug & Alcohol and
a mobility test as they prepare for work
experience at Nelson Point and Finucane
Island.

The students will gain world class
experience in Port Engineering,
Maintenance, Light vehicle, Site services,
Production and Marine fields as they
shadow workers in their daily tasks.
WORLDSKILLS NATIONAL COMPETITION.
Year 12 student Corey Russell has been
honing his metal work skills this year
as he prepares to compete in the metal
fabrication and sheet metal work category
of the national WorldSkills Competition
2018.
Corey, who was awarded a Bronze in the
regional championships last year, has
been building a fold out toolbox for the
three day competition next month.
Corey has said it’s thanks to the guidance
of teacher James Renner his skills are
growing and his speed is increasing as
they practice before and after school each
week.
We’re all cheering him on from the
sidelines as he heads to Sydney next
month to compete.

HEALTH AND WELLBEING CENTRE
AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES
DUNGEONS AND DRAGONS
Hedland SHS has started a
Dungenons and Dragons club held
every second Friday after school
with Mr Costall.
Dungeons and Dragons is a table top
role-playing adventure game where
players use their imaginations to be
transported into other worlds full
of dwarfs, halflings, magicians and
dragons.
The Hedland SHS after school group
is currently undergoing a campaign
with wizards, apprentices and a very
confused sheep.
The after school club runs from
2:30pm until 4:30pm in the English
4 classroom, with the next meeting
on June 1st.
To get involved in the English 4
adventures, students can see Mr
Costall

P&C
The next meeting will be help on
Wednesday the 6th of June at 5pm
to 6pm in the school library with
the new Principal Mr Mann in
attendance.
The P&C is about being involved
and informed about your child’s
education, to make suggestions on
improvements, to be involved in a
positive and proactive way.
Recommendation two into the
review to Acheieve Educational
Excellence in Australian Schools
is to better “engage parents and
carers in their children’s learning
throughout their education”.
The P&C is one of the ways you
can engage with your school, so
come along and participate, share
the knowledge, support your
school, support our kids and most
important be informed.
For more information contact
Leanne on 0407 477 283
Hedland Senior High School
45 Roberts Street, South Hedland WA 6722
T 08 9172 8000
E Hedland.SHS@det.wa.edu.au
www.hedlandshs.wa.edu.au

Year 8’s will be developing their leadership
skills as the Health and Wellbeing Centre
begins a Host Program with the year group.
Students have been invited to spend a
day in the centre assisting the Health and
Wellbeing team undertaking a number of
responsibilities and tasks they wouldn’t
normally face in their day-to-day classes.
The program aims to encourage students
to develop leadership skills by interacting
with staff in a different setting, taking
responsibility for set tasks, using their
initiative when faced with difficulties and

honing their time management skills.
This is a great chance for all students to get
an insight into the workings of the centre
and how it helps themselves and their
peers.
Students are expected to come in with a
positive attitude, be willing to learn and
be polite, courteous and well-mannered
throughout the day.
For more information on the program,
contact Health and Wellbeing Manager
Sandra Buzzard.

FOLLOW THE DREAM
Recently we had our annual PHEP
Compact Signing. Students and their
families committed to the PHEP program
and a variety of awards were given out to
celebrate the students’ achievements in
Term 1. It was so good to see many families
in attendance supporting the program in
2018.
PHEP students have made a great start
to Term 2. It is fantastic to see them all
attending afterschool tutoring and working
hard to improve their grades.
Year 7s and 9s have been preparing for
their NAPLAN testing and upper school
students for their upcoming exams.

We have also been doing extra-curricular
activities such as home economics, art and
music. Years 10 – 12 recently received their
OLNA results and we’re so proud of their
efforts and the results they have achieved
this round.
A massive congratulations goes to Bethany
and Thomas Denney, who have been
selected to play soccer in Singapore later
this year. Well done to you both, this is a
huge achievement.
If you’re a student interested in joining
PHEP please see Ms Chamberlain or Ms
Turner in the library.

