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LINK UP
EXPERIENCED EDUCATOR TAKES THE HELM AT HSHS

Mr Bill Mann has been appointed the new
permanent principal of Hedland Senior
High School. Mr Mann will take up the
position from the commencement of Term
2 and comes with decades of experience
leading public schools.
Bill’s career began as a mathematics
teacher in Hamilton Hill, in more recent
times has led schools in Ellenbrook
and Girrawheen, and has had a stint
steering the entire education region in the
Kimberley.
School board Chair Lincoln Tavo said Mr
Mann would bring a wealth of expertise to
the high school.

“It was clear that we needed a strong and
capable leader for the principal position,
and we are confident that we’ve found
that in Mr Mann,” he said.
Mr Mann is looking forward to the new
job, and and said that he is keen to work
with staff, students, the school board and
community on continuing to reform the
school for the better.
Pictured above: Mr Mann (left) and
Town of Port Hedland Mayor and school
board member Camillo Blanco.

PRINCIPAL'S REPORT
BY DAVID TAYLOR

SADLY THIS IS MY
FIRST AND LAST
CONTRIBUTION TO
LINKUP.
I've really enjoyed my time at
Hedland Senior High School, my
experience has given me some
insight into the complexities of
our School and the wonderful
opportunities available to our
students. Support from industry
in Hedland in terms of providing
funding for school programmes and
career pathways for students is vast
and places our School in a unique
space in comparison to metropolitan
schools.
The staff at Hedland SHS have
impressed me, providing engaging
programmes and catering for
the wide range of abilities and
interests within the student body.
Their energy, resilience and care
is evident even during the most
challenging times. The staff are
ably led by an experienced team of
Deputy Principals with skills that
complement each other and provide
consistent leadership across the
School, supported by a welcoming
and capable administration team.
The students have been extremely
welcoming to me, and the
opportunities I’ve had to spend
time with them during breaks and
in various classes has helped me
understand the complex needs of our
school.
The School Board collectively have
skills and experience that provide
wonderful support for the School.
CONTINUES ON PAGE 2
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FMG TOUR
Students in the Senior School
Engagement Program attended a tour of
the Fortescue Metals Group (FMG) plant
in week 7 of this term.
The students learnt about the different
careers in mining they can aspire to, as
well as plant operations and procedures
that would be part of their future jobs if
they pursue a career in mining.
A special thank you to Leah King and
Leon Monagahn from FMG and Sarah
Leed, Program Coordinator for making
this hands-on and inspiring learning
experience possible.
SARAH BRITTAIN
SENIOR SCHOOL ENGAGEMENT
PROGRAM TEACHER

Their understanding of the community
and the various networks within only
assist in creating additional opportunities
for our students. Our incoming Principal,
Bill Mann, is well aware of the strengths
of our School and is looking forward
to developing these further. His vast
experience is just what Hedland SHS
needs.
A special mention to Kauthar Farid in
Year 11, who met with representatives
from BHP this term to discuss strategies
for improving mental health outcomes for
Hedland communities. Last year Kauthar
received a scholarship from Zero2Hero
to attend a mental health leadership
camp and received an accreditation in
the SafeTALK suicide alertness program.
He has brought his new skills back to
the HSHS Student Council and has
been working to remove the stigma
around mental health issues here in the
school community, as well as the wider
community.
Jake Barac, also in Year 11, has had his
interest in photography catch the attention
of the Marble Bar Shire Council. The
Council want to use his wonderful photo
of the jade rock in that area for a large sign
highlighting the Warlu Way in the district.
Jake’s photo can be seen on page 2 of the
latest edition of the North West Telegraph.
The coordinating committee of the School
Ball did a wonderful job in providing a
glamorous event for our Year 11 and 12
students this term. Students from remote
communities were also able to attend the

KAUTHAR WITH REPRESENTATIVES
FROM BHP AND HSHS
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night, making it a truly community event.
The evening was a huge success with our
students demonstrating the maturity
expected at a formal event of this kind. Ms
Teneal Russel should be congratulated for
her coordination and eye for detail.
The local Police have supported the School
recently with their Indigenous Liaison and
Youth Crime Prevention Officers making
regular informal visits to the School to mix
with our students during breaks. Their
support has certainly helped with the
positive tone around the School.
On a sadder note, the P&C has struggled
to maintain a viable membership this year.
Two attempts at an AGM have failed with
the current chair, treasurer and secretary
stepping down. The impact on the School
will be felt with the loss of a level of
community engagement and participation,
the loss of a fundraising arm of the School
and the management of the uniform shop
will need to be considered. I‘m sure you
will join me in thanking Leanne Ruston
and her team for their efforts over the
past years. If any parents are interested in
reconvening the P&C in the near future,
I’m sure Bill Mann will support any
positive action.
I would like to wish the Hedland SHS
community all the best for the rest of 2018
and look forward to staying in touch and
watching the School continue to grow and
develop.
MR DAVID TAYLOR
A/Principal

JAKE BARAC'S PHOTOGRAPH IN THE
NORTH WEST TELEGRAPH

DATES TO REMEMBER

MEDIA PROGRAM
This year Hedland SHS has introduced
Media Studies as an elective subject for
students in Year 7, 8 and 9. The course
is designed to pique students’ interest
in Media Arts, and includes topics
such as cyber safety, journalism,
interviewing, and research skills. The
course has a strong focus on building
literacy skills through engaging and
creative assessments and projects.
Media students had a visit from local
journalists from the North West
Telegraph this term, who spoke to
them about what is involved with
running a local newspaper and online
media outlet, as well as studying
journalism at university.
This semester the Year 7 class is
learning about news and cyber safety,
the Year 8 class have been learning
about advertising and the Year 9 class
is focusing on gaming.
IMOGEN WILLIAMS
MEDIA TEACHER

30 APRIL
15 MAY
17 MAY
18 MAY
21 MAY
25 MAY
28 MAY
30 MAY
4 JUNE
5 JUNE
20 JUNE
25 JUNE

Start of Term 2 for students
NAPLAN begins
School photos
School photos
Aspire Year 11 camp
NAPLAN ends
Year 12 Semester 1 exams begin
VSwans Hedland cup
Student free day (WA Day)
Year 11 Semester 1 exams begin
Parent interview day
Year 9 Canberra trip

Dates are subject to last minute changes.
Please phone administration on 9172 8000 or check
our school website for any updates.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
WILLETTON SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL’S SPECIALIST
BASKETBALL PROGRAM
Willetton Senior High School’s Specialist
Basketball Program is currently accepting
applications for their 2019 student intake.
The Specialist Basketball Program
inspires talented young West Australians
to develop their skills, leadership,
character and passion for excellence,
both on and off the court. Students learn
the fundamentals of basketball in a high
performance environment, as well as
life-skills and values such as respect,
leadership, time management, teamwork,
discipline, mental toughness and
sportsmanship.
The Willetton Senior High School
Specialist Basketball Studies Program has
been instrumental in developing many
talented young athletes who have gone on
to elite careers.
For further information please visit
the website: https://www.willettonshs.
wa.edu.au
Applications for Year 7, 2019 close Friday
May 11. Applications for Years 8 - 11, 2019
close Friday June 8.

2018 VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS AND CHARGES
A reminder that payment of voluntary
contributions and charges are due to be
paid in full by the end of term 1 2018
unless you have entered into a payment
plan with the Manager Corporate Services
prior to 13 April 2018.
Year 11 and Year 12 charges are
compulsory as well as the specialist
programs (Shooting and Kicking Goals,
SAP and STEM). Please note that if
payment is not received by the due date
this may result in your child being moved
to a lower cost subject or being removed
from the specialist program.
If you would like to enter into a payment
plan, please contact Karen Ballantyne,
Manager Corporate Services or Natasha
Wuruki, School Officer on 9172 8000
during office hours 8am-4pm.
ANZAC DAY CEREMONY
This year’s Anzac Day Ceremony will
be held on Friday April 13 from 9.15am to
10am. The Ceremony will be conducted
on the front lawn outside the Health and
Wellbeing building. Parents and carers
are invited to attend.
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BLONDIE'S STORY
ROBOTICS CLUB
The robotics club students have been lucky
enough to work with engineers from BHP
this term. Volunteers Dan, Marty and Paul
have now joined the team to help design
and construct the robot.
As our dedicated Year 10 students progress
closer towards the competition, they look
forward to interacting more with experts
from our Hedland community.
CAMERON PILAPIL
STEM COORDINATOR

TEACH FOR AUSTRALIA
A big welcome to new teachers Charles
Bradshaw and Dirk Strickland. Mr
Bradshaw and Mr Strickland are part
of the Teach for Australia program- a
national program that offers a pathway
for high-achieving professionals to move
into teaching careers. We’re excited to
have these two fantastic teachers join the
Science Department.
SARA ZADNIK
HOLA SCIENCE

Janice "Blondie" Ramirez is Hedland SHS'
longest serving Aboriginal staff member
and an integral part of our school
community. She has kindly offered to share
her story with our school community.

working at Hedland Senior High Schoolto help my people and everyone else that
comes to our school and community, so
that they can also have a good education to
succeed in life as we have.

-----------------

My message to all students is that we are
all here to help and share, and people
shouldn’t be divided as we are all one
kind. Enjoy school and make friends with
everyone as we learn from each other. I
have many friends from around the world
even to this day. School is the best part of
your young life (I’m still at school!). You
will come across people that will try to hurt
you, and you should just turn the other
cheek and smile and say thank you.

"I started working at Hedland Senior
High School on the 1st of February, 1985 as
a young 18-year-old. I come from a strong
and proud Aboriginal family of
ten (I’m number 7). Life was a struggle
back then- there was no support from the
government. Both of my parents made sure
we all attended school regularly, as
education was of high importance to them.
My parents wished for us to all gain a good
education to succeed in life. My parents
believed, as I now believe, that education is
the key for survival in this world. My
siblings and I all attended St Cecilia's for
primary school, and then Hedland Senior
High School. Each of us have gained
satisfactory employment after finishing at
Hedland SHS.
The Matt Dann Cultural Centre is named
after my mother's father, Mr Matthias
(Matt) Dann – a very strong and proud
Aboriginal man. Born in Beagle Bay, Matt
came down in the mid 1900s as a pearler,
then made Hedland his permanent home
with wife Belinda Dann in the 1920s. All of
their 6 children were born here- the eldest
in 1927, then my mum in 1931, followed by
the other 4 kids. Matt and other old people
fought for the rights of our people to stay
in the township of Port Hedland after 5pm,
as Aboriginal people had a curfew at night.
They were very hard working people- never
without a job. They fought prejudice
without physical violence, instead fighting
with their voices. They hand-wrote lots and
lots of letters to the Government, and were
successful in having the 5pm curfew
abolished. They also fought to have St
Cecilia's Catholic School built, which my
mother and her brothers and sister
attended. This is the reason I am still here
HEDLAND SHS' ADMIN TEAM TANDY-LYNN WILLIAMS, BLONDIE
RAMIREZ AND TASH WURUKI

33 years after starting my career at
Hedland SHS I’m still here. It's amazing
that my last child is in Year 12! I have so
many grandchildren, nephews and nieces
who go to school here, but luckily I really
don't see them at school during the day
as they’re careful not to get in trouble
and have Nanna Blondie see! When I see
ex-students come in who now have their
own children attending Hedland Senior
High School, they often say "You’re still
here!" or "I can’t believe Mr Murray is
still here!" and I just laugh and say “Well I
better take care of your kids like I did with
you.” Thank you to Jackie Smith for giving
me this opportunity to share my story and
to Av Swami for my thank-you post on
Facebook. I love my job at Hedland Senior
High School."
Take care,
JANICE (BLONDIE) RAMIREZ
SCHOOL OFFICER

