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LINK UP
FIRST Robotics Competition

PRINCIPAL'S REPORT
BY BILL MANN

THIRD TERM HAS STARTED
SMOOTHLY, WITH THE NEW SUBSCHOOL STRUCTURE PROVIDING
CLARITY AND DIRECTION FOR OUR
SCHOOL’S OPERATIONS.
Student engagement and participation
in class and school activities has been
positive, and that leads to better learning
outcomes for all students. The many
parents I have spoken to have been
enthusiastic and supportive of the great
work teachers and support staff are doing
here.

The Pilbara Phoenix robotics team have now
landed back in Port Hedland to celebrate
their recent achievement of “Rookie AllStar” Award in the 2018 FIRST Duel Down
Under Robotics Competition. The small team
of 11 students from Hedland Senior High
School travelled to Sydney in July this year
to compete in a robotics competition held at
Macquarie University.
This competition enriched students with
project-based learning over the course of
6 months where students were required to
design, construct and program a robot capable
of moving small cubes to various scales.
The Pilbara Phoenix robot battled it out
against 38 other robots over a 3-day
competition. While the team did not make
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the finals, students were inspired and
determined to create a better robot for future
competitions.
We did not make it to the finals, however the
students did not show any sign of defeat, as
they were inspired and determined to perform
even better in next years competition.
The students overcame significant
challenges throughout the competition,
including developing game strategies, robot
troubleshooting and networking with other
schools. The students persevered through all
challenges thrown at them and were declared
the 2018 Duel Down Under Rookie All-Stars
for their efforts and performance in the
competition.

While we still experience some
problematic situations when students
misbehave, the student services team
quickly respond and manage issues
effectively. The vast majority of
students are well-behaved and positive
about school. Our school is settling
into a pattern of effective learning and
improved outcomes.
I really appreciate the support of all
parents and carers with regard to
students wearing our school uniform,
and meeting the expectations for the
Toolkit for Success initiative. It makes
a big difference when students arrive in
class with all the necessary equipment to
participate fully in the lesson.
It is well known that parents who set
high expectations for their children, and
have high standards themselves, will
raise young people who will have high
aspirations for their own future.

PRINCIPAL'S REPORT (cont)
Interestingly this is not an outcome determined by social status or financial wealth. It
is simply about young people learning by example, following the lead of the significant
adults in their life, and being encouraged to
do their best always.
Our school, like all other schools, relies
heavily on young people turning up to
school “learning-ready”. Our teachers rely
on this as they set about each day’s teaching,
and the benefits to each student’s learning
are profound. So I encourage all parents
and carers to send their children to school
not just with the right equipment, but also
with the right mindset for a day of learning.
I want to congratulate staff (particularly the
PE teachers) and students for the excellent
athletics carnival recently. The day was a
great display of teamwork and sportsmanship.
Many senior students are participating in
at-school talks with local industry representatives, and going to work sites for a
more hands-on experience. This is a great
opportunity for our students to make early
connections with some of the very big employers in town, perhaps setting up career
pathways before they leave school.
Finally a reminder that parents should
contact the school whenever they have any
questions or concerns regarding their child’s
education.
BILL MANN
PRINCIPAL

CANBERRA TRIP

The 2018 Canberra and Sydney Tour was absolutely terrific. It was fun,
educational, touching, crazy and so much more for not only students
but also teachers. It was a jam-packed trip with a vast range of activities
from visiting national institutions to beating everyone in Laser Tag and
tumbling over in the snow.
The tour began in Canberra where students gained a real insight on the
way the executive and legislative systems operate by visiting Parliament
House and the High Court of Australia. We got the privilege to view
Question Time in person where leaders of the Turnbull Government
fielded questions by Members of the House of Representatives and
Senate. In addition, we took part in tours, workshops, and activities
inclusive of the Australian War Memorial, Australian Institute of Sport,
National Museum and Old Parliament House.
The trip did not stop there. While in Sydney we visited more significant
venues such as the National Museum of Maritime and Vaucluse House.
One that stood out to me was the Sydney Jewish Museum where we
heard a personal story from a Holocaust survivor. It made us reflect on
how privileged we are to live in a society that accepts diversity and offers
aid in times of hardship.
There were also many fun activities that we did. My personal favourite

was Laser Tag where we got to challenge the teachers. For many of
us, we experienced snow for the first time at Perisher Valley amongst
backdrop views of Mount Kosciuszko in the far distance. Trampolining
at Flip Out was a bundle of fun as we attempted all sorts of gravity
defying moves. A most definite highlight for all students on the trip was
late night shopping on a popular shopping strip in the centre of the city.
Let me just say three hours was not enough.
Despite all these activities and workshops, what really brought the camp
together were the people involved in it. I socialised with people I had
never met or spoken to before. It resulted in such great memories for me.
We also learned a lot about our teachers, a little too much some would
say; but they took great care of us; from persistently making sure we
went to bed early (despite our refusals), making sure we ate our veggies
and giving us a good laugh with their ‘great’ dance moves.
I would honestly and sincerely like to thank our amazing teachers, Ms.
See Tho, Ms. Perry, Ms. Bosman, Mr. Borserio and Mr. Webb. This
includes our trusted and caring bus driver, Jack, who put up with our
constant mess and bus sing-a-longs. Lastly to all my peers, thanks for
making the 2018 Sydney and Canberra Tour so memorable and fun!

Feature article by Merina Ndewere – Year 9 LEAP

DATES TO REMEMBER
YEAR 10 COURSE
COUNSELLING
Over the past few weeks, Year 10 students have been receiving information
and course counselling regarding their
transition into year 11. The counselling
process aims to provide direction and
information to students and parents on
the available pathways and courses that
Year 11 students can select in 2019.
A Course Handbook and VET Handbook has been created for students and
parents outlining the courses available
and the commitment and requirements
going into them. These can also be
found on the school website.
An individual letter confirming the
time and day of an appointment with a
course counsellor to discuss choices has
also been sent home. If you have been
unable to attend your allocated time for
any reason, please contact Deputy Principal Jayne Tracey to reschedule a time.
For more information contact Hedland
Senior High School on 9172 8000.

JOB OPPORTUNITY
Hedland Senior High School is currently seeking cleaners to join our high
school staff community.
If you are interested in a position, the
job advertisement can be found on
JobsWA.wa.gov.au or in the local North
West Telegraph newspaper.
Applications close August 15 at
4:30pm.
For further enquiries contact Karen
Ballantyne, Manager Corporate Services on 9172 8000 or by emailing karen.
ballantyne@education.wa.edu.au.

13 AUGUST
14 AUGUST
20 AUGUST
27 AUGUST
27 AUGUST
28 AUGUST
1 SEPTEMBER
6 SEPTEMBER
13 SEPTEMBER
13 SEPTEMBER
14 SEPTEMBER
17 SEPTEMBER
19 SEPTEMBER
21 SEPTEMBER

National Science Week begins
SAP after school mural
Student Free Day
OLNA Testing begins
YOH Fest
LSEP Finucane Island Excursion
OptiMINDs Regional Final
Board Meeting, begins at 4pm
R U OK? Day
Year 9 and 10 Rewards Day
PHEP Recreational Skippers Ticket
Year 12 SIDE Exams
Academic Development Program Rewards Afternoon
Last Day of Term 3

Dates are subject to last minute changes please phone administration on 9172 8000
for any updates.

VET STUDENTS
CALM STUDENTS
Students in the Work Readiness
Attainment Program have begun a
Certificate I in Conservation and Land
Management at the North Regional TAFE.
The qualification will lead students into
career pathways such as conservation
workers, parks and wildlife managers,
rangers, bush care workers,
environmental workers and regeneration
workers, as well as enable them to further
their studies to Certificate II and more.
Since beginning their studies at the North
Regional TAFE the students have been
praised for their attendance, behaviour
and enthusiasm. All students involved
should be proud of the work they have
done so far.
This term the students will be working on
garden beds around the school as part of
the practical side of their assessment.
Hedland Senior High School would like to
thank Fortescue Metals Group for helping
the students begin their CALM journey by
donating a pair of boots to each student,
without which they would not have been
able to enroll.

JANELLE WHEATE
Hedland Senior High School would like
to congratulate year 12 student Janelle
Wheate on gaining an apprenticeship with
Goodline Engineering as a boilermaker
apprentice. Janelle will now finish her high
school career as a School-Based Apprentice
where she will spend one day a week at
Goodline while completing her WACE at
school the rest of the week.
Janelle spends her days in the Trade
Training Centre studying a Certificate
III in Engineering (Metals Fabrication)
which she says is a large factor in having
the confidence and skills to gain her
apprenticeship.
Excited at her future prospects, Janelle
said she hopes to be a part of changing the
view of females in the workplace.
We all wish Janelle luck in her future
career path and look forward to seeing her
flourish.

OLNA
Upper school students will soon be
undertaking OLNA testing, during
week 7 of this term.
In the lead up to the tests year 12
students will be a part of an intensive
OLNA preparation program while
year 10 and 11’s will be working within their English and Maths classes to
prepare for the tests.
The tests will occur during Period
2 for the week and student will be
notified what classes to go to.
Students are encourages to come
prepared which includes a morning
starting with a good breakfast and
enough sleep the night before.

WELCOME CENTRE
During last Semester the Welcome Centre
students began a recycle initiative with plastic lids. The objective was to collect plastic
lids of all sizes and colours so we could use
them to create a colourful mural to show a
creative way to recycle plastic into art.
Our students placed a collection bin at the
Administration Office and posters around
the school to encourage people to be mindful of the waste.
In no time we had many lids flooding in to
start our masterpiece.
First we painted the design onto a large
piece of MDF, then we began to glue the lids
on the corresponding colours.

The students showed commitment and
patience as the project took a few months
to complete but the finished product looks
AMAZING.
The students and staff at the Welcome Centre would like to thank everyone who participated and donated their used lids. A big
thanks to Emily Dalziell and Ally Dalziell
for collecting the lids from the collection bin
daily.
The project has prompted our students to
learn more about recycling and how we
can be more environmentally friendly and
sustainable. Stay tuned for other exciting
projects happening in the Welcome Centre.

RUGBY
Hedland Senior High School would
like to congratulate our Year 7 student Tuani Wiringi who is currently representing the South Hedland
Cougars Junior Rugby League in
the Western Australia State representative team.
A massive achievement for such a
hard working student and athlete!
Congratulations Tuani!

All the staff at Hedland Senior High
School wish all students good luck!

TOOLKIT FOR SUCCESS
In an initiative to assist students
achieve their goals to the best of their
abilities, Hedland Senior High School
has begun the Toolkit For Success
initiative.
This initiative encourages students to
come to school equipped with all the
necessary tools to achieve success in
class.
As part of this initiative the school will
now be selling Toolkits for students
which includes pencil, pen, eraser,
ruler in a pencil case, a scientific
calculator, 2 ring binder, lined paper
and an A4 spiral notebook.
These kits are not available from
administration for $30 and calculators
can be purchased separately for $20.
It is expected that students look
after their pencil cases and files, take
them home with them every day for
parents to check and homework to be
completed and returned to school the
following day.
For further information on this
initiative contact the school on 9172
8000

COUNTRY WEEK
More than 70 students represented Port
Hedland with pride as they competed in the
90th annual Country Week competition at
the end of Term 2.
A big congratulations to all students for
their effort, sportsmanship and behaviour
while in Perth. It was a fantastic week of
school pride, determination and motivation
in all sports.
While none of the Hedland Senior High
School teams took the top gong out, all
teams won in spirit and enjoyed the week’s
activities both on the field and off.
Girls basketball coach, Dylan Goodall,
praised the students for their enthusiasm
and willingness to learn despite some losses
among the teams.
All Hedland students who attended should
be proud of their efforts and look forward
to next year’s competition.

ATHLETICS CARNIVAL
Congratulations to all Hedland students
involved in this Year’s Hedland School Athletic Carnival. It was a fantastic day of traditional athletic events, dress up costumes,
fun and team spirit.
It featured sensational interaction of students who all enjoyed and participated in a
most positive event. The colour and creativity of the uniforms along with the enthusiastic, fair and responsible participation of all
students contributed to a wonderful event.
The large number of Year 11 and 12 students
participating was exceptional along with
the manner they conducted themselves
throughout the day, leaving a memorable
imprint on the school.
Some excellent track races and field event
rivalry, along with interesting team events,
produced many exciting finishes and produced some excellent champion individual
award winners. Results will be announced at
this term’s assembly.
Best wishes to all Hedland students who will
represent the school in the interschool carnival in Tom Price at Clem Thompson Oval
on Thursday 13th and 14th of September.

NAIDOC WEEK 2018

In the last week of Term 2, the Hedland
Senior High School community celebrated
NAIDOC Week with a range of activities,
special guests and the return of the Annual Softball Challenge.

BLONDIE

With a theme of “Because of Her, We Can”
the school celebrated the essential role
that women have played - and continue to
play- in the community at local, state and
national levels.

Following the 2018 NAIDOC Week
celebrations Mirntutharntu Maya
awarded Hedland Senior High
School’s Janice Ramirez a Certificate
of Appreciation.

NAIDOC Week is a significant week at
Hedland Senior High School. With such
a high population of Indigenous students
and the nature of our location in the
Pilbara, it is important to us to teach the
youth of Hedland about the rich indigenous culture and share that community’s
history and experience.

Sarah Halatutavaha came in to
present the certificate and gift basket
to appreciate all Ms Ramirez does and
continues to do for the young people
in the community.

The celebrations began with traditional
Torres Strait Islander dancers and the
week included traditional art work being
displayed around the school, classes
surrounding Indigenous life and a friendly
game of basketball with the local police
officers.

Like wise, Hedland Senior High
School would like to thank our very
own “Blondie” for all she has done
and continues to do for the youth of
Hedland.

The highly anticipated Softball Challenge
between staff, students and the community went off with a bang. After a close
battle, the staff team ended on top for the
first time in Hedland Senior High School
History.
Hedland Senior High School would like
to give a special thank you to the Elders.
Doris Eaton, Jane Taylor, Maureen Kelly,
June Lockyer, Rhonda MacKay and Mary
Agake, for coming to share their inspirational stories to the students.
Thanks to Aunty Mary for once again
lending her expertise and cooking skills to
ensure all the staff, students and community had a traditional cook up to round
out the week’s activities.
A final thank you to all the student helpers
who assisted Blondie in organising the
event for the whole school. Madison
Watson, Bethany Denney, Rosie Pearson,
Shania Black, Nikaya Brown, Tiffany
Whitehurst and Benny Ramirez.

NAIDOC Week, like any other school
events, cannot be done overnight.
Blondie worked tirelessly throughout
Term 2 putting together activities,
fantastic food and sporting events to
ensure every member of the Hedland
Senior High School community could
celebrate our Aboriginal heritage,
Blondie has given herself tirelessly
to her community, Hedland Senior
High School and Mirnutharntu Maya
want to acknowledge Blondie for all
her hard work and support to the
community over the years.

