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first

THE NORTHWEST'S

INDEPENDENT
PUBLIC SCHOOL

As Principal, I am committed to
regional and remote education;
I believe that a postcode should
not be an indicator of a student's
future success.
As the Pilbara's first Independent Public School, Hedland Senior
High School is focused on providing a supportive learning
environment in which students have the opportunity to acquire
the knowledge, skills and understandings to function effectively in
modern society and achieve their individual potential.
Hedland SHS provides a modern, safe educational environment
that values cultural difference, promotes excellence in learning
and empowers students to contribute positively in a world of
constant change.
I truly believe that our school motto "Together we achieve"
encapsulates that best pathway to success for our students and
school community. It is this belief that will ensure Hedland SHS is
the school of choice for all Hedland families and achieves results
comparable to metropolitan schools.

Kelly Summers
Principal
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OUR ETHOS AND

Values

All members of the Hedland SHS
community are expected to model and
apply the following values as they pass
through the school gate:
- Care
- Courtesy
- Respect
- Responsibility
We call these values "The Hedland Way."
Staff, students, parents and the wider community are asked to
demonstrate "The Hedland Way" as part of their daily behaviors.
Our school motto is "Together we achieve." This motto
encompasses the way in which Hedland SHS works with parents
and carers, staff, the school community and local industry to
foster a modern, safe educational institution that values cultural
difference, promotes excellence in teaching and learning and
empowers students to contribute positively in a world of constant
change.
Hedland Senior High School is a proudly multicultural school.
Hedland SHS supports a culturally diverse population of
850 students, comprising representation from more than 50
nationalities. The Kariyarra people are the traditional owners
of the Hedland area, and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
students represent one third of the school population. Hedland
has a significant population of people with Middle Eastern and
Asian backgrounds, and for many of our students English is a
second language.

highquality
STAFF

Quality teaching staff have the greatest
positive impact on student learning. As
an Independent Public School, Hedland
SHS is able to select its own staff,
ensuring that those who are appointed
best match the needs of the students and
the school community.
Hedland Senior High School attracts, recruits, coaches and
retains many high quality teaching staff who possess specialist
skills and experience.
We pride ourselves in the work we do to support staff, from
pre-service teachers to those with over 30 year's experience,
to develop into outstanding classroom practitioners and future
system leaders. Aspirational staff are mentored through a range
of career pathways that provide opportunities to lead teams in
learning areas and across the school. We believe that inspired
and passionate staff will inspire our students.
Hedland SHS uses an innovative model of professional
development known as "Professional Learning Communities."
Teachers work in cross-discipline groups throughout the year
to research areas of teaching practice that they are passionate
about. This includes topics such as differentiated learning, ICT use
in teaching and engaging Aboriginal students. Each Professional
Learning Community collates their research findings and shows
other teaching staff how they can embed latest teaching research
into their classroom practice.
The school equips teaching staff and students with the most up-todate information and communication technology, enabling access
to learning opportunities from around the world. Our staff have an
excellent understanding of their subject area and are committed
to providing outstanding opportunities that challenge and broaden
students' learning,
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stateart
OF THE

FACILITIES

Hedland Senior High School has undertaken an extensive
facilities development program in recent years with the
development of a new canteen and industrial kitchen,
administration building, classrooms, school grounds development
and a $2million Trades Training Centre.
The Trade Training Centre gives students access to industry
standard facilities and equipment, as well as a 53 metre rail
installation for students to practice rail maintenance. Hedland
Senior High School is the only secondary school in Australia with
a rail track as part of Trades facilities.
This development program is thanks to the State Government's
Pilbara Cities program and the BHP Pilbara Education
Partnership.
The school library, pool and science and technology class
facilities and the Matt Dann Cultural Centre have also received
revitalisation.

a new focus

STEM AND ICT

BRING YOUR OWN DEVICE

STEM PROGRAM

As technology and our society continue to grow and change, so
too do the needs of our students. At Hedland SHS, we want to
ensure that our students have the best opportunities to succeed,
which includes access to new and modern technologies.

Year 7 to 9 students, as well as Year 6 students from local
primary schools, are invited to attend STEM sessions after
school each week. The sessions largely involve hands-on
activities and experiments, with the aim of inspiring a love of
maths, science, technology and engineering in young students.

Hedland SHS has recently launched a Bring Your Own Device
program, which involves students bringing a personally owned
device to school for the purpose of learning. The BYOD program
allows students access to information anytime and anywhere as
they utilise their personal devices to enhance opportunities for
learning.

The sessions cover STEM topics and areas such as civil
engineering, coding, 3D-printing, electronics, web design,
programming, photography and lateral thinking skills.

At Hedland Senior High School, technology is used within the
classroom to enhance the curriculum and provide stimulating
and differentiated learning experiences for students.
Hedland SHS has a whole-school focus on teaching students
about how to stay safe online and the impact their digital
footprint can have on their safety and future employment.

ROBOTICS CLUB
Hedland SHS competes in the annual FIRST Robotics
Competition (FRC). FRC aims to provide students with the
opportunity to learn about engineering, programming, teamwork
and design by building a robot to compete in a national
competition in Sydney.
This competition is not only about the robot students build
and code, but also the students' personal and professional
development. By ensuring that FRC's motto 'Gracious
Professionalism' underpins all that the team does throughout the
competition and planning, students learn to demonstrate these
values throughout their school and personal lives. Throughout
the season, students are given opportunities to work with skilled
staff, Macquarie University engineers, local mentors and other
FRC teams to further their skills.

SIDE
The School of Isolated and Distance Education (SIDE) is
the centre for distance learning within the WA Department of
Education, located in Leederville, Perth.
Hedland SHS is excited to partner with SIDE to offer students
the full range of ATAR courses available to Year 11 and 12
students in WA. Traditionally, courses could only be run if the
school had enough students interested in the course to fill a
class. Hedland SHS' partnership with SIDE means that students
with niche interests can take an ATAR course that may not have
had sufficient class numbers previously.
SIDE also prepares our students for the complexities of online
tertiary learning. Many tertiary degrees are now only offered
as online courses, which can present a challenge to those who
have only had experience in tradtional learning environments.
Hedland SHS' SIDE students begin university with the skills
needed for online study, including the ability to self-direct
their learning, using online learning platforms and completing
asessments using non-traditional mediums such as vlogs and
discussion boards.
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specialist
arts

PROGRAM

Hedland Senior High School is one
of three schools in WA that run a
Specialist Arts Program (SAP) that
offers four disciplines; Dance, Drama,
Music and Visual Arts.
This is a highly popular and selective program that students can
only enter through application. Students involved in the Specialist
Arts Program are regularly involved in showcases held every year.
This includes performing in front of audiences, working backstage
and exhibiting art and photography pieces.
In recent years there have been major changes to the structure
and operations of the Specialist Arts Program. Specialist Arts
classes take place after school as workshops, rather than during
timetabled classes. Students have the option of participating in the
Production (Visual Arts, Photography and Media) or Performance
(Drama, Dance and Music) workshops. The Performance
workshops run from 2:30-4pm on Mondays, with Production
workshops running at the same time on Tuesdays. Students have
the opportunity to attend both afternoons if they have an interest
in all Arts disciplines.
The workshops are designed to engage and extend Specialist Arts
students to ensure they are building their knowledge, talents and
skills in the Arts. Students are expected to attend every workshop
and either exhibit their artworks or perform at a showcase at the
end of each semester.
Specialist Arts Program students often participate in state and
national arts competitions and showcases, such as Awesome Arts
and YOHfest.
Please be aware that the Specialist Arts Program is an extension
for students and will therefore incur additional costs to cover
materials and resources.
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specialist
sports

PROGRAMS

In partnership with V Swans, BHP
and the West Coast Eagles, Hedland
Senior High School runs a specialist
football program (Kicking Goals) and
a specialist netball program (Shooting
Goals).

KICKING GOALS
This award winning program is a curriculum-based initiative
that utilises a reward and incentive system, where students are
required to maintain high levels of attendance and behaviour to
remain in the program.
The program places a strong focus on a comprehensive
AFL curriculum linked to the Health and Physical Education
Learning Outcomes. This allows students to be extended in the
physical, technical, tactical and mental components of the sport.
Participants in the program are encouraged to apply their acquired
skills within the community, benefiting local sporting organisations
with qualified coaches, umpires, trainers and administrators.
Students in Year 11 and 12 complete nationally accredited
certificates in Sport & Recreation, which contributes towards
completion of their WACE certificates.
There are many co-curricular opportunities that participants can
gain access to through their involvement in the program. These
include:
•

Interstate Football Tour to Melbourne, the home of AFL

•

West Coast Eagles player visits

•

Camps and Carnivals in Hedland, Newman and Broome

•

Participate in a Curtain Raiser match prior to the West Coast
Eagles

•

AUSKICK coaching and umpiring

SHOOTING GOALS
The Shooting Goals Program places a strong focus on a
comprehensive netball curriculum linked to the Health and
Physical Education learning outcomes. This allows students
to be extended in the physical, technical, tactical and mental
components of netball.
Participants in the program are encouraged to apply their acquired
skills within the community, benefiting local sporting organisations
with qualified coaches, umpires, trainers and administrators.
Students in Year 11 and 12 complete nationally accredited
certificates in Sport & Recreation, which contributes towards
completion of their WACE certificates.
There are many co-curricular opportunities that participants can
access through their involvement in the Shooting Goals Program.
These include:
•

International Tour to New Zealand

•

Camps and carnivals in Hedland, Newman and Broome

•

Involvement through Net Set Go coaching and umpiring

•

Incentive trips to reward outstanding achievement

•

Competitions against other netball schools
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tradetraining
PROGRAM

The Trade Training Centre offers a
dynamic new approach to trade training,
with a purpose-built training facility and
strong links to potential employers.
The Trade Training Centre offers an innovative training experience
for students in Years 11 and 12 who wish to complete a Certificate
II in Engineering (Metals Fabrication) and a Certificate II in Rail
Infrastructure on the school site.
The TTC is an exclusive program which delivers high quality
trade training and support to students wishing to pursue a career
in the Metals Fabrication and Rail industries. A Certificate II
in Engineering (Metals Fabrication) and Certificate II in Rail
Infrastructure is delivered alongside Industry OSH standards,
through on-the-job training at structured work placements and offthe-job training in the Trade Training Centre.
Hedland SHS is the only secondary school in Australia with a rail
installation on the school site that students can use to complete
practical training and hone their rail maintenance knowledge.
Throughout this program students will have the opportunity to
work alongside employers such as BHP Billiton, Fortescue Metals
Group, Goodline and Roy Hill, which will increase the number
of students successfully transitioning from the TTC to postsecondary trades qualifications, apprenticeships and employment.
Students in the program are still required to study General or
ATAR English and Maths.
Students who wish to be part of the program must complete a
rigorous application process, which includes one week Try a
Trade, one week work experience, and an interview with the TTC
Governance Group, which is comprised of representatives from
local industry. Students must have strong literacy and numeracy
skills, good attendance and academic performance and must
have a good attitude towards occupational health and safety to be
accepted into the program.

academic
extension
PROGRAM

A priority for Hedland SHS is ensuring
excellence in teaching and learning for all
students.
It is with this focus that it is our intention to contine an academic
etension pathway with multiple age groups:
LEAP: Years 7 to 9
AE: Year 10
This pathway has limited places and is filled through a selection
process each year. Whilst the LEAP/AE pathway covers similar
material to that delivered in other MESH (Mathematics, English,
Science and Humanities) classes, students have extension tasks
and are given opportunities to demonstrate deeper understanding
and engagement with topics.
This program is more demanding and students must have a
positive attitude and work ethic to benefit from participating in the
accelerated curriculum.
Being a successful applicant for this program does not preclude
students from accessing other specialist programs within the
school.
It is the school’s expectation that students involved in the LEAP/
AE pathway class not only strive for their best in an academic
sense, but also provide leadership outside of the classroom by the
values and behaviour they exhibit.
Students' placement in these programs is reviewed at the end of
each semester.
All students in Year 6 and lower school will be given the
opportunity to be selected for this pathway. Students who wish to
be considered for placement in the LEAP/AE program need to:
- Attend the LEAP/AE testing day in Term 4
- Have an attendance rate of 90% or higher
- Have aspirations to engage in further studies after high school,
especially university pathways
As there will be limited places in this pathway, parents will be
notified if their child is offered a position.
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follow
dream
THE

Follow the Dream: Partnership for Success, PHEP Program is a
voluntary program for high-achieving Aboriginal secondary school
students, supported by the Graham (Polly) Farmer Foundation. The
program provides after-school tuition and individualised mentoring,
support and case management to assist and support students to
continue achieving excellent outcomes at school, complete Year
12 and obtain university entry. The program also includes highachieving and motivated students undertaking vocational education
and training (VET) pathways, provided they meet the program’s
selection criteria and their inclusion does not detract from the
program’s strong educational excellence focus and culture.
The learning and support programs offered are tailored to the
specific needs of the participating students and their circumstances.
Nonetheless, it typically includes activities such as course and
career counselling, university visits and preparation courses, study
skills seminars, leadership development camps and opportunities,
and tours of local industry and post-school employment sites.

electives

OFFERED FOR YEAR 7 - 10

Dance

Metalwork

Dance is ideal for students who love to move and have fun. It
provides a unique opportunity to develop physically, creatively,
emotionally and intellectually through both practical and theory
components. A variety of genres are explored such as jazz,
contemporary and cultural dance. Opportunities are explored
through movement and investigation and students will also
develop their understanding of dance as entertainment and
its place within society. Students are required to perform for
an audience in the dance styles studied and to view a live

In Metalwork, students learn about the properties of metal and the
techniques required to work with it to design and produce a variety

performance.

Drama
Drama offers students an opportunity to develop confidence,
communication skills and teamwork and leadership skills in group
situations. Students achieve Drama outcomes through the key
activities of creation, performance and reflection. They explore
and communicate ideas and learn particular processes and skills
to enable them to work with drama forms, styles, conventions and
technologies. Students have access to acting and non-acting roles
in a creative and specialised environment.

Home Economics - Food
Students cover the basic skills of food and nutrition, exploring the
use of modern kitchen gadgets and comparing processed and
homemade food, socialising with food and international foods.

Home Economics - Textiles
Students learn to be creative with a sewing machine and
overlocker to produce their own designs. There is a focus on basic
skills, such as sewing buttons and clothes repairs.

Information Technology
The main focus of this course is to expose students to various
software and media technologies, in order to solve daily problems
and prepare students for the workplace and beyond. Year 11 and
12 students have an opportunity to extend their learning through
an Applied Information Technology course.

of different metal projects.

Music
Our Music program encourages the musical development of our
students through the areas of class music, instrumental music
and ensemble participation. Students learn about musicianship,
aural and theory skills. Students listen to and analyse music from a
range of styles, including classical, jazz and contemporary. Musical
understanding is developed through both theory and practical
work. Students also develop their performance skills through inclass performances and community events.

Photography
Photography aims to develop student’s understanding and skills in
Photography, Graphics and Visual Design. Student’s design skills,
ideas and responses are a major component for this course and
are applied to a variety of photographic projects. Many camera
skills and techniques are developed along the way. The equipment
and software are to an industry standard, as is our state of the
art digital photography centre. Photography suits students who
wish to pursue a career in this area, as well as students who see
photography as a personal interest that they want to develop.

Visual Arts
This is a hands-on, practical and enjoyable course for students
who love Art. The course is almost entirely practical and there are
no exams in lower school. Producing quality work and meeting
deadlines is important. Choose Visual Art if you wish to work in
an active and creative environment, producing work in a variety of
skills areas like painting, drawing, printmaking, ceramics, textiles
and graphics.

Woodwork
In Woodwork, students learn about the properties of wood and the
techniques required to work with it to design and produce a variety
of different wooden projects.
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support

EDUCATION

THE WELCOME CENTRE
The Welcome Centre caters for students with intellectual and
physical disabilities that range from mild to severe. The Centre
provides educational and specialised support programs. Our focus
is to help students to reach their potential by maximising their
independence in an inclusive environment and supporting their
individual academic development.
Students in the Welcome Centre participate in a range of elective
courses, including Home Economics, Health and Physical
Education and the Arts.

SCHOOL HOUSE
School House is an engagement program wherein students are
supported extensively so that they can achieve success at school.
Students benefit from extensive literacy and numeracy
intervention and social skills development.
The School House program is overseen by the Health and
Wellbeing team and there is extensive engagement with local
agencies so that students can access any support they need.
This innovative program aims to improve students’ social and
academic outcomes and prepare them for a pathway into the
workforce.
School House is run in a purpose-designed behavioural centre,
designed to help students self-regulate emotions within a school
environment.
The program is designed for Senior School students, however
Lower School students in need of a more specialised program
may be referred to the School House program.

health
wellbeing
AND

Each student’s personal wellbeing
and social support is of paramount
importance to the staff at Hedland
Senior High School.
Students have access to the services of specialist staff at the
Health and Wellbeing Centre such as;
- School Psychologist
- Youth Workers
- Student Support Officers
- Year Coordinators
- Chaplain
- Aboriginal and Islander Education Officers
These skilled professionals provide students with counseling,
health and wellbeing advice, course and career advice and
mentoring. The Health and Wellbeing team has also been
proactive in fostering links and developing joint programs with the
local community and agencies.
Small class sizes allow for the effective operation of a pastoral
care program that focuses on each student as an individual.
Staff are committed to working with parents and encourage a
partnership approach to effectively support each child’s learning,
development and full school attendance.
Hedland Senior High School also encourages students to
demonstrate consideration of the needs of others and display
accountability for their own actions. Leadership and social
interaction opportunities are provided to students of all year
levels, ensuring a balance is struck between academic and
social achievement and recognition of social and community
responsibilities.
The school provides a range of opportunities to enhance students’
self-esteem and organisational skills in number of areas. The
Student Council develops leadership, planning and teamwork
skills within its participants. All students are encouraged to
achieve to their potential, lead with integrity and actively support
their school and community.
Hedland SHS has a zero-tolerance approach to bullying and
cyber-bullying, and has implemented a range of educational
programs and school policies around these issues.
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Parent Involvement
There are many ways for parents to be involved with Hedland
Senior High School and their participation is welcomed on the
Parents & Citizens' Association (P&C), School Board and various
other committees and groups.
Parents are also invited to act as volunteers, mentors through
the EdConnect program and coaches at the school. Interested
parents are invited to contact school reception for further details.
Parents are encouraged to sign up to our online noticeboard,
Connect, to receive whole-school and class-specific updates.

School Tours
Parents of prospective students are most welcome to visit the
school and take a guided tour. School tours for small groups
operate throughout the year and special appointments can be
made with staff to discuss the needs of your child. Please call the
school reception to make an appointment.

Fees and Contributions
Hedland Senior High School's fees and contributions are
consistent with those of others public high schools. Parents are
requested to pay for students' personal requirements and some
payment may be required for co-curricular activities. Further
details of all contributions and charges can be obtained by
contacting the school reception.

School Uniform
Hedland Senior High School takes great pride in its school uniform
and has received parent and community support in embracing the
school dress code. The school requires all students to adhere to
the agreed uniform dress code as a condition of enrolment.

Student Orientation
Hedland Senior High School understands that supporting students
in their transition to a new school helps them to feel confident in
their new surrounds.
Students attending Year 6 at primary schools in Hedland will be
invited to attend orientation days in Semester 4 to help them
acclimatise to a secondary school environment. More information
will be provided to parents through the primary schools at a closer
date.

Hedland Senior High School
45 Roberts Street
South Hedland WA 6722
TEL
EMAIL

08 9172 8000
Hedland.SHS@det.wa.edu.au

WEB

www.hedlandshs.wa.edu.au

