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It is a tough time being a high school 
student in the 21st Century.  Most parents 
(and certainly people my age) were not 
confronted, as a teenager, with the level of 
social disruption that is occurring today.  
Social media can be all-consuming, and 
often presents such a range of views about 
really important topics that we struggle to 
understand what is really going on.  Cyber 
bullying and the like can become really 
threatening for many young people.  The 30 
second media grab distorts messages to the 
point where facts merge with fiction.  As young 
people struggle with adolescence and the 
issues that emerge from the social context in 
which they live, parents and carers sometimes 
wonder when the next crisis will occur for 
their sons and daughters.
Schools are just that – schools.  We are 
responsible for providing all students with 
a high quality educational experience in a 
safe and supportive learning environment.  
However, schools are also places where 
young people learn a lot about life, and often 
teachers, support staff and dedicated student 
counsellors provide guidance and advice for 
students that regularly makes a difference for 
them.
Our school is no different, and we regularly 
provide support and guidance to students.  
We want to work with families in this process, 
and I know many parents and carers who 
gratefully acknowledge the assistance a 
teacher or other staff member has provided to 
their child.  We know the importance of these 
interventions, because we understand that it is 
really difficult teaching a young person who is 
distracted by personal problems.  While we are 

not social workers or psychologists (although 
we have a couple on staff here) we are always 
willing to talk to parents and carers should 
you have any concerns regarding your child’s 
social engagement or behaviour.  
Year 10’s are currently in the process of 
choosing their pathways into senior school, 
and for the rest of this term this will be an 
important focus for them.  The general rule: 
The best guess about future performance is 
based on past achievements always applies 
when students make choices regarding 
courses.  For most students this will not be 
an issue – they are doing their best and have 
already made some firm decisions about their 
career path.  For some though there are some 
concerns regarding course choices, and I 
encourage parents to contact the school, and 
ask to speak to one of the counselling team.  
Importantly I expect all parents of 
Year 10 students to attend the parent 
information evening on September 11 
in the school library from 6.00pm to 
7.30pm.  The decision made by Year 10s now 
will set them up for success for the rest of their 
life.
The recent recruitment exercise to appoint a 
Principal for 2020 did not identify a suitable 
candidate.  Given that the school and the 
Hedland community need certainty regarding 
the school leadership I have agreed to stay on 
as Principal for another year.  Importantly 
this will provide an opportunity to bed down 
the changes the school has accomplished over 
recent times.

Bill Mann
Principal.
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The 2019 Athletics Carnival hit the ground running 
(literally) with the year 8 students sprinting down 
the 100-meter track. All students of Hedland Senior 
High School that attended the carnival this year 
displayed enthusiasm and effort in each event they 
took part in, and I was extremely impressed with 
those who participated in a variety of events for 
their factions. The most popular event of 2019 was 
high jump with all students getting around this 
event to either compete or cheer their friends on. 
The teachers who ran high jump expressed great 
satisfaction in spectator spirit when watching 
others take on the challenge. 
As a physical educator, I was pleased with the level 
of competition and skill that participants 
demonstrated over the day. Those students who 
competed in most events came away with some 
outstanding achievements, including champion and 
runner-up for each year group. Other students who 
gave it their all should be proud of their efforts and 
dedication; it was wonderful to see students getting 
involved in their 
favourite events 
and 
having fun with 
their friends. 
The students 
who received a 
Sportsmanship 
Award should be 
equally as proud of their amazing efforts in the 
events they took part in and their support for other 
students regardless of their own faction. These 
students demonstrated the qualities of a great team 
member and encouraged all students to do well as 
they also competed in most events. 
The carnival this year was organised differently to 
previous ones, and we would appreciate any 
feedback from students, teachers, and any parents 
that attended to assess where we can improve for 
future events. The structure of the carnival consisted 
of eight main events: high jump, long jump, 
100-meter sprint, 400-meter race, shot put, discus, 
novelty and relays. It was organised to cater for the 
six groups, with events rotating each period and 
team relays to finish the day. Teachers were allocated 

roles, and students rotated according to the schedule. 
The timing of events allowed for 5 minutes at the end 
of the day for DJ G-G-G-G-OODALL’S post-award 
ceremony 
dad jokes 
(he has had 
a lot of DJ 
offers since 
carnival 
day). 

In future 
years, we 
would love to see an increase in attendance at the 
carnival, particularly from the senior school students. 
It would be amazing to create a whole school athletics 
tradition – one that all students want to be part of 
and never miss out on. 
It was interesting to see the difference that faction 
groups made on the way that students encouraged 
each other, and the way it created team spirit and 
high morale. The faction groups are a great incentive 
for students and encourage good behaviour, high 
attendance and offer rewards as a part of a team 
environment. 
In conclusion, the athletics day was a successful one 
that we wish to improve on each year. I am extremely 
grateful to all the wonderful teachers, parents, and 
students who attended the day and took part in the 
celebrations. Well done to all the award winners! 
Interschool is just around the corner, so get ready for 
some competition. Be the best version of yourselves 
and never give up.

Dannielle Chapman
Teacher Phys Ed. 

WHOLE SCHOOL
ATHLETICS CARNIVAL
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Have you ever been frustrated at a law? Ever 
wondered whether it is possible to change or even 
create one? 

In Week 2, Year 7 and 8 students had the 
opportunity during their HASS classes to 
attend a workshop with the Western Australian 
Parliamentary Education Office. The workshops 
were highly interactive and enjoyable for all who 
attended. Students learned about the two houses 
of Parliament in WA and the process involved in 
passing or changing a law. They worked together to 
come up with and pass a new law: all skate parks in 
WA must be fully covered with shade. 
It was inspiring to see the amount of students who 
were keen to participate in our political system and 
learn about ways they can make a difference
Carly Fazioli - Teacher - HASS

Living and Learning 
in the Law

year 7/8 maths 
camp

On Friday the 16th of August myself and a group 
of 11 students from years 7 and 8 attended the 
Northwest Maths Camp, held in Karratha Senior 
High School. Students had formed teams and were 
given many arduous and challenging problems 
to face and conquer, such as creating bridges 
out of sheets of paper and testing one’s ability to 
stack plastic cups and then promptly answer a 
Mathematics based question. Each challenge was 
fervently completed by the 3 hand picked teams 
of Hedland, yet other squads from Karratha, 
Newman, and Exmouth High Schools proved to be 
the challenge as they brought surgical precision and 
efficiency to the proverbial table. The weekend was 
heated and competitive and the KFC was delicious 
and devoured, not one Hedland student was willing 
to throw in the towel. Even though Hedland did not 
keep the highly sought Maths Camp trophy, after all 
the tasks had been completed, we had a memorable 
weekend and came home with smiles on our faces. I 
would like to finally just thank the Maths Learning 
Area, Sven Colic, Andrea Parker, Laura Francis, 
Simon Thompson, Barry and Maree Doel, Cathy 
Boland, and all the students who attended and made 
Maths Camp possible.
Caleb Rocco - Teacher - Maths
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BHP PILBARA EDUCATION PARTNERSHIP 
 

Did you know?...  
Since 2005, BHP and the Department of Education have been engaged in the largest corporate 
and government partnership undertaken in regional Western Australia. 

Since 2016, the objectives of this partnership have been to: 

 add value to existing education programs provided by the Department of Education 
 

 provide high quality schooling options for years Kindergarten to Year 12 as those similar to 
students attending schools in the Perth metropolitan areas 

 

 enhance and maintain student engagement levels from the early years through to Year 12 
 

 improve education and training outcomes. 

Through the BHP Pilbara Education Partnership, Hedland Senior High School can provide 
additional support to: 

 assist students to successfully transition from school to the workforce, by providing access to 
Vocational Education and Training (VET) certification and qualifications 

 

 locally deliver a greater breadth and depth of Year 11-12 ATAR course offerings, and to 
enable students to prepare for future tertiary study. 

VET at Hedland Senior High School… 
BHP were the major industry partner in the development of the Hedland Senior High School Trade 
Training Centre and continue to invest additional funds in the centre to ensure it is accredited 
annually, and that equipment is maintained or replaced. 

The Trade Training Centre provides students access to industry standard training and facilities and 
enables delivery of improved education and training outcomes for the students enrolled in the VET 
pathway programs. 

Hedland Senior High School currently delivers 12 VET courses to over 200 students. Many 
students also participate in Workplace Learning, and 10 students are currently undertaking School 
Based Traineeships. 

In 2019, 19 students have successfully completed Certificate II in Rail Infrastructure.   

ATAR at Hedland Senior High School… 
Hedland Senior High School currently delivers 32 ATAR courses, including delivery by Schools of 
Isolated Distance Education. 

In 2018, Hedland Senior High School had an improvement in ATAR results. 

In 2019, 24 Hedland Senior High School students will take part in a five day revision program, 
alongside students from a Perth senior high school, in preparation for WACE exams in November. 
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Year 10 Kicking Goals Perth Trip

The 2019 Year 10 Kicking Goals Perth Trip started 
with a bang at Port Hedland International Airport 
with the seven male students who had been selected 
to attend surprised to find Mr Mann joining our 
flight. The tour consisted of three days full of 
exploring, starting at the Swan Districts Football 
Club, where our good old friend Shane Beros lead 
the Hedland and Newman students on a grand tour 

of the club’s facilities. We learnt about the history of 
the club, their heritage sites, and most importantly, 
given an inside look at the club that made Beros a 
famous WAFL player. 
We then headed out on a new adventure to the 
brand-new West Coast Eagles training facility. 

All seven students were bursting with excitement 
on arrival as the All Blacks rugby team were seen 
leaving the training facility. Like WAFL players 
themselves, the boys were greeted with a TV crew 
ready to film their experience which will be used 
in the future to promote West Coast Eagles tours. 
We went from room to room around the facility 
asking countless questions while being absolutely 
star struck by all the amazing historic moments this 
team has had in the AFL, along with their incredible 
gym and indoor practice ground. 
On day two the boys were still buzzing from their 
tour experience. We headed off to do some shopping 
prior to spectating the reserves and league Subiaco 

versus Swans WAFL game. The boys were keen to 
watch the teams play as well as get a private tour 
from our one and only life member at Subiaco, Mr 
Rob Goodin.
Day three was game day… The boys were nervous, 
exited, pumped and ready to go. We made our 
way to Optus Stadium at 10:30am ready for a 
game against the Nic Naitanui Academy. Kelson 
Charles was announced as team captain and lead 
the warmup, along with an inspiring speech to 
motivate the group ready to play the best game of 
their lives. Unfortunately, we didn’t get the win this 
time; however, all students gave it their best shot. 
The West Coast Eagles and Adelaide Crows watched 
the students play, and Nic Naitanui chose the best 
on ground, Mr Tyson Roper, and awarded him with 
a signed cap. And Kelson was introduced to Mr 
Phil Narkle as he was extremely impressed with his 
three-quarter time speech. After the game the boys 
got the opportunity to watch the AFL game between 
the Eagles and Crows. What a day it was!
Overall, the Year 10 Perth Tour was a fun and 
exciting three days. We learnt a lot about the 
AFL culture and experienced a once in a lifetime 
opportunity, playing a game of footy at Optus 
Stadium with over 2000 people watching: an 
experience the boys will never forget. 

Dannielle Chapman. - Teacher - Phys Ed
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Hedland SHS was represented at the state funeral of Graham ‘Polly’ Farmer. It was a major event where 
the 1500 capacity River View room, inside Optus Stadium, was overflowing with those wishing to pay their 
respects.
At the request of the Farmer family, current Follow the Dream students from around the state were 
involved in the ceremony and formed a ‘guard of honour’.
Former Follow the Dream student and current teacher Christopher Nowers kindly took time out of his busy 
schedule to escort Ebony Weetra and Thomas Denney to Perth, along with a group of Follow the Dream 
students and coordinators from the Pilbara and the state.
Mr Nowers reflected on what it was like to be such an integral part of the ceremony, ‘I felt a great sense of 
honour to be there as we celebrated Polly’s life and achievements. I remember sitting there, looking out at 
the Swan river, thinking how beautiful and awe-inspiring the whole event was.’
It was also a time - for the Hedland Mathematics teacher - to reflect on his educational journey, ‘For me 
it put into perspective how lucky I was. As an alumnus of the program, I came to realise, that without this 
great man, I may not have had the same opportunities in life I enjoy now. It was truly an honour to be there 

and farewell a great man.’
Similarly, students felt honoured to represent Hedland SHS 
and be at such an important event for a well-loved West 
Australian.
Ebony said the event was, ‘Emotional and inspiring, there 
were so many people who were affected by Mr Farmer 
and his belief in Aboriginal education – he really made a 
difference.’
They say Mr Farmer changed the game on and off the 
football field. His legacy lives on in many forms including 
Follow the Dream – an academic aspirant program in 
schools across Australia.
Simon Thompson - Follow the dream 
coordinator

follow the dream students 
farewell polly farmer



Hedland Senior High School
78 Hamilton Road, South Hedland WA 6722  
T: 08 9172 8000

E: hedland.shs@education.wa.edu.au

www.hedlandshs.wa.edu.au



Hedland Senior High School
78 Hamilton Road, South Hedland WA 6722  
T: 08 9172 8000

E: hedland.shs@education.wa.edu.au

www.hedlandshs.wa.edu.au

SCIENCE WEEK

This year, Science Week started early. In fact, instead of just one week for Science, we dedicated many-
weeks; probably over a term show casing Science to staff, students and the wider Hedland Community. The 
theme of Science Week 2019 is Destination Moon: More Missions, More Science; I think we celebrated this 
theme really well!
Highlights included special guests speaking about space, physics, astrobiology, chemistry and biochemistry, 
displaying and celebrating students’ science investigation projects for Science Fair, our inaugural STEMfest 
and NASA Camp. 
Firstly, I would like to share STEMfest with everyone. Students, staff and community volunteers had been 
preparing for STEMfest all year. We had fabulous displays of student projects from Science Fair with win-
ning projects selected on scientific inquiry skills, results and effort. Our winning projects were Bianca Fer-
nando’s Growing Crystals, Meg Davis and Cate Nethercote’s Colour Project and Marc Leung Kwing Chung 
and Michael Brooks looking at Light and UV Beads. They have won prizes worth up to $100! We also had 
volunteers from Science, Maths, D&T, Arts and Welcome Centre who shared their passion for STEM and 
ran activities. Special thank you to our Cultural Astronomers, George Pitt and Bruce Thomas who star gazed 
with people on the courts. Overall, we had approximately 200-300 participants throughout the night in-
cluding students and a teacher from Yandeyarra Remote Community School. We also want to thank Lauren 
in the canteen for incredible food and Leonie from The Daily Grind for her coffee and snacks on the night. 
Secondly, we have been very privileged to have special guests from around the world visit Hedland Senior 
High School to share their knowledge, passion and excitement for Science! I would like to sincerely ac-
knowledge the following people. Professor M. Zadnik from Perth who came to speak to our year 12 Physics 
students and work on some revision as well as share his passion for Search for Extraterritorial Intelligent 
Life with year 7 students. Thank you to Mr P. Stickland who travelled from Melbourne to spend time at 
STEMfest engaging children, parents and community members in our geology and rocks in the Pilbara. We 
also had Dr T. Coyle and Dr A. Vetter who travelled from Ireland to speak with students about their PhDs 
in biochemistry and chemistry respectively. A massive welcome and thank you to Dr Mitch Schulte, a highly 
ranked astrobiologist at NASA, who spoke to a group of Science students during school time, and spoke at 
the Matt Dann for all community members. He travelled from USA to share his passion and knowledge on 
Mars Rovers, successes, failures and future direction. 
This leads on to our 2019 NASA Camp. 16 Follow the Dream students and 5 staff members were lucky 
enough to travel to a billabong near Marble Bar to speak with NASA and ESA scientists, explore our rocky, 
Mars-like, terrain and discover 3.5-billion-year-old stromatolites; the oldest life forms on our Earth! The 
NASA and ESA scientists were just as excited to meet our students, as we were to meet them. We learned 
more about the two Mars Rovers (Mars 2020 and ExoMars) which will be launched next year by NASA and 
ESA respectively.  We were guided on this camp by University of New South Wales PhD candidates Bonnie 
Teece and Luke Steller who are both researching the beginnings of the universe as well as possibilities of life 
on Mars and possible space travel. Bonnie and Luke gave students some challenges; how to land a rover on 
Mars effectively and designing what old life on Mars could look like. Students also participated in Star Gaz-
ing with cultural astronomer Trevor, who taught us about the Emu in the Sky, Zodiac constellations, planets 
and stars in the galaxy and beyond. 
 Finally, a shout out to all the Science Team for their work this year promoting Science Inquiry to students, 
families and the community. It is your flair and commitment for Science that engages the rest of Hedland! 
We would also like to give a huge thank you to Romony Coyle who has now left us for Tasmania; the next 
chapter in her life. Without her Science Fair, STEMfest and NASA Camp would not have happened, and we 
are grateful for her foundational work to prepare us for next year. 

Sara Finn
HOLA Science
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NASA CAMP

STEM FEST
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CHOOSE MATHS DAY
On Friday 9th August two of the year 10 classes were lucky enough to participate in our Choose Maths Day. 
The day ran between periods 3 and 4 and involved a range of presentations and activities.
The session started with a presentation from Helen Booth. Helen is our school outreach officer from AMSI 
(Australian Mathematical Sciences Institute) and has been working with the mathematics staff at HSHS 
for four years now. During her talk she targeted maths in the workforce and the importance of females 
doing mathematics. There were some very valuable conclusions from Helen’s research. Firstly, there has 
been a steady decrease in the percentage of year 12 students who study mathematics at both a higher 
and intermediate level. Secondly, 75% of the world’s fastest growing careers require STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Mathematics) skills while 45% of our current jobs will disappear in the next 15 
years. Lastly, 85% of the STEM workforce are male, while only 7% of engineering graduates are female.
Afterwards the students were treated to a question and answer panel with a range of guests from the 
community with varying careers. The guest panel included: Andrew Costall (Teacher at HSHS), Robbie 
Buckley (current Teacher at HSHS and former AMF bowling centre owner), Linden Hoyle (Lecturer and 
Education Support at North Regional TAFE), Valerie Paeira (Engineer at BHP), and Julia Peacock and 
Renae McDonald (Nurses at Hedland Health Campus). The guests shared their mathematics journey 
at school in addition to how they use maths on a daily basis in their career and everyday life. The panel 
provided the students with a diverse range of maths abilities. For some, they struggled with maths at school 
but gradually saw the multitude of uses for it as they got older, while others were naturally good at maths 
and always enjoyed it. This meant that all students found someone they can relate to, making the Q & A 
session much more meaningful.
After the presentations and guest panel it was time to put some mathematical skills to the test with a few 
activities. The first was called Bryony’s triangle and required groups to fold a paper origami flower and 
colour in one of the small centre triangle pieces. They then had to unfold the flower and determine what 
fraction of the whole page was coloured in. It was great to see one group in particular attack the problem 
with a clear and methodical strategy. As a result they were the first to get the correct answer. 
The second activity involved creating a strong and tall tower using spaghetti and marshmallows. The range 
of designs and approaches was fascinating to see. Some even used triangles as the basis of their design 
since it is the strongest shape. All teams had 15 minutes to create their best tower. All towers were judged 
on the following criteria: height; creativity; strength and adhering to the criteria/team work. The students 
thoroughly enjoyed this activity and showed an immense amount of self-control to stop them from eating 
their building supplies. Some groups built some incredibly tall towers, however, when it came to the 
strength test of holding a bouncy ball, many crumbled under the pressure. 
The day was a huge success and I would like to personally thank Helen Booth for assisting me in the 
organisation and preparation of the day and activities as well as our entire amazing guest panellist. 

Elly Reynolds
Numeracy Specialist & Mathematics Teacher
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YR 10s COMPLETE EXPLORING CAREER 
PATHWAYS PROGRAM

Vocational Education and Training (VET) and Work Place learning (WPL) completed the year 10 BHP & 
Programmed Exploring Career Pathways program (ECP) for 2019. 
Over 50 students applied for the opportunity to participate in a week long placement on site at BHP Nelson 
Point. In order to reflect a real job application process the students had to complete an interview, safety 
induction and a drug and alcohol screening.  
The 28 successful year 10 students spent the week touring BHP Port Hedland locations. Students were able 
to tour Nelson Point, Flashbutt Rail Operations, Mooka Ore Car Repair Workshop and Marine Operations. 
Students were able to spend time with BHP employees to ask about their job roles and qualifications they 
needed to be employed in their role. It was great to hear the many different pathways people can take to 
arrive at their current career.
Programs such as the BHP & Programmed Exploring Career Pathways program really highlights the unique 
opportunities Hedland SHS has to offer within the VET and WPL department. 
Hedland SHS would like to thank the following businesses for their continued support of 
the VET & WPL program. 
Acelect Len Taplin Children’s Service
Automotive Maintenance Solutions NAB Bank
BHP N & L Mechanical
BHP Housing North Regional TAFE
Bruce Rock Engineering Pilbara Constructions
Commonwealth Bank Pilbara Motor Group
Category 5 Pilbara Ports Authority
ESS Support Services Worldwide Port Hedland Leisure
FMG Programmed
Goodline Reece Group
Hedland Auto Electrics RIVET
Health and Beauty Shed StayKool Electrical
Hedland Home Hardware & Garden Swan Districts Football Club (V-Swans)
Ibis Styles Hotel TECHWIN Engineering Services
J & S Truck and Machinery Repairs Truck Centre WA
Jetwave Marine Services Westrac
Komatsu West Pilbara Mobile Children’s Service

Youth Involvement Council

Christian Apedaile
VET Coordinator
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DATES TO REMEMBER

Week 7
September 2-6  OLNA testing

    Yr 10 Career Counselling

Week 8
September 9-13  Yr 10 Career Counselling

September 11  Yr 10 Parent Information Night – 6:00pm

September 12  Interschool Carnival – Tom Price

Week 9
September 16-20 Yr 10 Career Counselling

September 18  Yr 10 Career Speed Dating

Week 10
September 23-27 Yr 12 SIDE exams

    Yr 12 exams

    Arts Away Camp

September 26  LEAP applications closing date!!

September 27  Last day of term


