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There is a lot to be excited about at Hedland Senior 
High School.  With around $17m to spend on 
refurbishing classrooms, ground renovations and 
some major capital works over the next 18 months, the 
school will soon be looking markedly different.  Staff 
and students will benefit considerably from the new 
buildings and a much improved learning environment.  
We want the school to be a very welcoming place, with 
the whole community taking pride in our facilities.
More importantly, building our focus on tracking all 
Year 12 students into pathways to employment and 
further education is gaining traction.  Strong Industry 
partnerships now offer senior students school-based 
traineeships and work experience that lead directly 
to apprenticeships and job opportunities.  This 
work of course starts with our Year 7s when they 
commence their journey here, and our sub-school 
structure is leading the way with learning pathways 
tracking students towards positive achievement.  
We are determined to ensure every student has the 
opportunity to use their time here as the launch pad for 
their future successes.
However, and despite the best efforts of our staff, 
too many students are yet to commit to doing their 
best at school.  While our NAPLAN results showed 
areas of excellence (particularly Writing) there is 
room for improvement.  Too often it seems that poor 
performance by some students has become for them 
acceptable behaviour – it’s OK to be mediocre.  What 
concerns me most is that many young people seem to 
live their lives without understanding that there will 
always be future consequences for poor decisions made 
now.  

For example, not giving your best in Year 9 NAPLAN 
tests means having to re-sit OLNA testing in Year 10, 11 
or 12, because students will not receive a WACE if they 
have not passed the OLNA test.  And this qualification 
can be completed in Year 9 through NAPLAN testing, 
so there is a high price to pay for having a lazy attitude 
in Year 9.  I think it is time for all students to take 
direct responsibility for their learning and strive to do 
their best work always, and I expect all parents and 
carers will want the same from their children.  This is 
where our school motto ”Together we achieve” takes 
on real meaning - parents and teachers working in 
tandem to push students towards always achieving 
their potential.
For our graduating students their time at school is 
over.  Thirteen years of formal schooling is a marathon 
journey, and I congratulate these young adults for 
their commitment to their schooling.  For most their 
immediate future is waiting for them, while for a few 
others there will be some catch-up needed before they 
are properly equipped for what lies ahead.  I do know 
though that there are exciting opportunities beyond 
school for young people now, and I wish all our class of 
2019 best wishes for 2020 and beyond.
Meanwhile we are busy gearing up for our incoming 
Year 7s.  Transition planning is well advanced, and 
already there have been meetings with Primary School 
teachers, some visits by our staff to these schools, and 
early contact with some parents and students.  We are 
looking towards a bright and enthusiastic group of new 
enrolments here next year.

Bill Mann
Principal

LINK UP



Hedland Senior High School
78 Hamilton Road, South Hedland WA 6722  
T: 08 9172 8000

E: hedland.shs@education.wa.edu.au

www.hedlandshs.wa.edu.au

Hass Students Visit
Pilbara Ports Authority

Pilbara Ports Authority (PPA) is the perfect destination for economic 
education. Its international reputation as the world’s largest bulk 
export port provided twenty-two students from the LEAP 9 class 
the opportunity to view in person, first-class marine operations and 
management processes. The excursion, now in its second year, has 
benefitted extension students in their understanding of Australia’s 
exports, imports and trade partners. Students heard from the Port’s 
Deputy Harbour Master, Savio Fernandes, who briefed students on data, 

statistics and the future of trade. The group then proceeded on a bus tour with Peter Cook, Landside 
Operations Superintendent, to view the cargo berths and the sheer 
volume of exports and imports that come through the channel daily. 
Hedland Senior High School thanks PPA for their instrumental role in 
providing our students an immersive learning experience of trade and 
the Port’s value to the state and national economy.

Chi See Tho

hola - hass

Sap Students Make YoHFest Finals in 
Mandurah

This year we had two items qualify to compete in the 
YOHFest grand final in Mandurah. A media piece titled 
Harmony day and a dance item titled You Should See 

Me in a Crown. It has been six years since we have had a 
group item make it to the finals, so this has been a huge 
achievement. Mrs McBurney and six SAP students from 
years 9 and 10 travelled to Mandurah on 25th October to 
perform at the Mandurah Performing Arts Centre. The 
students competed against the other finalists from all 

over the state. All students who attended were perfectly 
behaved and represented the school with pride. They 
were extremely professional, mature and friendly to 

everyone they met. Their dance was edgy and dynamic, 
with the YOHFest judge commenting “it was like no other 

performance in the competition”. They performed their 
dance flawlessly and made Hedland Senior High School 
very proud. The Media item got a lot of laughs from Mr 

Costall’s red hair jokes.  The finalists were presented with 
two awards for ‘Innovative Choreography’ - You Should 

See Me in a Crown and one for ‘Feel Good Film Making’ - 
Harmony day. We are excited to complete again and take 

out first place in next year’s finals themed ‘Keeping up 
appearances’.

Jasmine McBurney
HOLA - The Arts
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Zero2Hero Camp
* * * * * M e e t  t h e  S t u d e n t s * * * * *

Meet Sara Byron - one of our graduating Year 12 
students who attended the zero2hero Camp over the 
October school holidays.

“Coming to Camp Hero was one of the greatest 
opportunities that has ever happened to me, mainly 
because I got to meet so many amazing people with 
inspiring stories and experiences.
I came to Camp Hero with the goal to help myself, my 
friends and people in my community to overcome their 
problems. I have struggled with my own mental health, 
and coming to camp was a life changing experience for 
me.
The camp was a safe place for me to push myself out of my 
comfort zone, I could talk to anyone about my past stories 
without feeling the fear of being judged. Most importantly, 
the camp made me realise I am not alone. Camp Hero 
helped me better understand the concept of mental illness 
and how to cope with it. It helped me be a better person, 
more caring, understanding and kind person.
Camp Hero gave me the skills to make a difference in my 
community. It literally taught me how to save a safe”.

Meet Shaziq Rashidi – one of our Year 11 students who 
attended the Zero2Hero camp over the school holidays. 

“Zero2Hero for me was new. When I applied I was nervous but kept 
an open mind and it was the smartest choice I ever made. I wanted to 
find myself and have a better understanding of the resources around 
for mental health. I now know what to ask and handle situations 
where I can hopefully help prevent people from walking into that 
dark place. I feel I have grown as a person, and grown strong bonded 
friendships with people I have only known a week. It has made me 
feel more confident in myself, confident around my peers, and I was 
able to tear the metaphorical mask off that was hiding the true me. 
I recommend this camp for anyone and everyone, as long as you walk 
into with an open mind. 
My takeaway messages :
1. Be yourself, because if you keep trying to be someone or 
something you are not, you will miss out on the people who love you 
for who you are. 
2. A man is someone you choose to be. It isn’t weak to open up 
and talk about how you feel. 
If you have the chance to go on Zero2Hero, it is not something you 
will regret. 
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Leap 9 & 10AE Take Part in the 
Australian Maths Competition

Last term on the 1st of August, 30 students from the Year 9 
LEAP and Year 10 AE classes sat the Australian Mathematics 
Competition (AMC) 2019. The AMC is a worldwide mathematics 
competition organised by the Australian Mathematics Trust, made 
up of 30 engaging and challenging problems that demonstrate 
the importance and relevance of mathematics in students’ 
everyday lives. Over 15 million students have participated in the 
competition since 1978, from over 30 different countries.

The competition tests and extends students’ mathematical 
problem-solving skills, allowing them a chance to demonstrate 
their ability against others from all around the world. The thirty 
students who participated had the opportunity to be exposed to 
a range of different challenges and applications of maths, and 
four of them received commendations on their performance, with 
one student receiving a distinction awards, placing in the top 18 
percent of the worlds’ top budding mathematicians.

Christopher Li & Simon Moore
Teachers - Maths

Meet The Prefects
For 2020

5 worthy students have been chosen to represent HSHS next year
Please meet the HSHS Prefects for 2020!!!

Pictured Left to right: Diego Olivares, Milan Nikodem (Head Prefect), Elsie Grossmith, Thomas 
Denney, Ethan Gould (Head Prefect) 
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Class of 2019 Says Farewell to HSHS

On Thursday the 24th of October, 
HSHS farewelled our Graduating 
Class of 2019. 
We started the day with a whole 
school assembly, in which the 
Year 12’s were farewelled with 
moving speeches from the 
Principal, Mr Bill Man, the Head 
Boy and Girl Angelo Damien and 
Annabella Knight and the Year 12 
Coordinator Miss Haley Carine. At 
the culmination of the assembly, 
each of the Year 12’s then showed 
thanks to their teachers and 
parents with hand written cards. 
Teachers, parents and the Year 
12’s then moved into the library 
for a stunning morning tea catered 
by The Canteen.  
That evening, the celebrations 
continued at the IBIS Styles 
Restaurant, with students and 
staff dressing up to enjoy a 
delectable meal and reminisce on 
the students time at Hedland SHS.  
We are looking forward to the 
Presentation Night at the Matt 
Dann Theatre on Wednesday the 
20th of November to recognise all 
the Year 12’s achievements.
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Shooting Goals travels across the Tasman for Their 
Annual New Zealand Trip

2019 saw the Shooting Goals New Zealand trip take 9 students to Christchurch and Auckland. We left 
Port Hedland in 40-degree heat, and 3 flights, 13 hours later and 32 degrees colder, we arrived safely 
in Christchurch. We had a surprise in store for us, with Tracey taking us to meet & greet the Australian 
Diamonds netball players after their final training session before the Constellation Cup began. That 

evening we enjoyed a tram ride that travelled throughout the city 
over sunset. We were treated to a fancy 3 course dinner & dessert, 
then went back to our accommodation for a good nights sleep.
The next morning we played a friendly game against Villa Maria 
College in which we came second. The loss didn’t dampen our 
spirits as we still had plenty of energy to ride a Gondola up Mt 
Pleasant overlooking incredible landscapes of Christchurch and 
the surrounding 

bays. After the scenic activity, we created some posters 
and got our yellow & green pom poms ready for the first 
Constellation Cup game that night. It was an intense game 
with Australia losing to the Silver Ferns by 1. 
On the Monday we visited Quake City Museum and were 
showcased the personal stories and tragic events of the 
deadly 2010/11 earthquakes, whose devastating effects 
were still evident throughout the city. It was an emotional 
but interesting experience to have the opportunity to see and hear about it. We were able to experience 
a blizzard at the International Antarctic Centre, immersing us in -15-degree weather! We finished our 
tour there on a Hagglund ride, tackling a variety of terrains designed to simulate what it’s actually like 
to travel around Antarctica. We finished the day off with a visit to the Willowbank Wildlife Reserve and 
afterwards were immersed in some Maori culture and participated/watched a traditional dance, then 
feasted on a traditional Hangi.
On Tuesday we flew up to Auckland and drove headed straight to Rainbows End theme park. Despite the 
ominous looking clouds and spot showers, we had a great day. 



Hedland Senior High School
78 Hamilton Road, South Hedland WA 6722  
T: 08 9172 8000

E: hedland.shs@education.wa.edu.au

www.hedlandshs.wa.edu.au

On Wednesday we started the morning off by competing against a local school in Birkenhead. 
Unfortunately, we didn’t come away with the result we were hoping for but we made some new friends. 
We then made our way into the city to rode an elevator to the top of Sky Tower to enjoy a 360-degree 
view of Auckland. Shopping time was then allocated and most of us girls emptied our bank accounts. That 
evening we watched the next Diamonds vs. Silver 
Ferns game, with a bonus of the Diamonds winning 
and signatures & photos from the players.

Thursday was dedicated to more shopping and 
completing some fun team challenges at the local 
Botanical Gardens. Friday was our final full day 
in NZ, so we made the most of it by visiting a local 
beach with black sand, versing each other in an Escape Hunt where the teachers dominated, and finished 

the night off with a final session of ‘Kiwi Court’ and Presentations. 

2019’s New Zealand tour gave us all an opportunity to experience a 
country, culture, and way of life beyond our own; given that it was 
freezing cold in New Zealand. The tour enabled us to expand our thinking 
on Maori culture and was fundamentally educational.  Most significantly, 
it provided a space for us girls to connect far beyond our friend groups, 

and with our wonderful teachers beyond the school setting. We sure experienced a sensational time and 
we would absolutely recommend every girl in shooting goals to strive towards eligibility into the tour, and 
even join shooting goals for this reason. It gives us great pleasure to thank Miss Hinkes and Ms Swami 
for simply being their incredible selves and making this experience possible for all of us. We’d also like 
to say thank you to our tour supporters Pilbara Ports Authority and Port Hedland Netball Association. 
Additionally, a massive thanks to V Swans, BHP, Prime Minister and Cabinet and PMG for their support 
of the Shooting Goals program at Hedland Senior High School. Thank you for wholeheartedly giving us a 
highlight for 2019.

Tracey Swami

V Swans Coordinator

New Zealand Trip Cont....
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Dates and Things 
to Remember

Dates to Remember
Nov 11 & 12  Year 7 Immunisations

Nov 13 & 14  Year 8 Immunisations

Nov 18 – 21  FTD Yr 7-11 Primary School Visits

Nov 18    Yr 10 > 11 Transition (3 weeks)

    Yr 11 > 12 Transition (1 week)

Nov 20   YR 12 PRESENTATION NIGHT

Nov 22   Yr 11 Last day

Nov 24 – 27  FTD University Pathways Perth

Nov 25    Yr 10 Counselling (2 weeks)

Dec 4 - 6   Yr 9 Aspire Camp (UWA)

Dec 5   Yr 6 Parent Information Night (5 pm)

Dec 6   Yr 6 Orientation

Things to Remember
** Student drop off and pick up area is Roberts Street. The Hamilton Road carpark 
is for staff and visitors only.

** The uniform shop is run by the P & C and is open Friday mornings 7:30 – 9am

** Latecomers will not be given a late note unless the school has been notified via 
written note or phone call from the parent/guardian

** The mobile phone policy must be strictly adhered to. Confiscated phones will 
be taken to administration and MUST be signed out by a parent/guardian 


