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LINK UP

This newsletter is again full of 
information about all things at 
Hedland Senior High School.  Please 
take the time to read and enjoy the 
wide range of experiences on offer here 
to our students.
This is the transition term for high schools.  
As we say goodbye to our graduating Year 
12s, we welcome incoming year 6s from 
our local primary schools.  Most teachers 
are staying on but some are heading off to 
take up promotional positions elsewhere or 
returning back to Perth.  New programs are 
being developed and existing programs are 
being enhanced to ensure our teachers and 
students have the best possible opportunity 
to teach and learn to the best of their ability.  
This really important work is about delivering 
high quality learning in a safe and supportive 
environment, something the Hedland 
community expects from its high school every 
day.
You will remember the push for every student 
to come to school every day with their “Toolkit 
for Success” with them at all times.  We are 
now tracking students into the best learning 

pathway that matches their interests and 
abilities.  We are structuring lessons around 
identifying success criteria that describe the 
learning intentions for that lesson.  We have 
established clear protocols for creating an 
orderly learning environment.  Our whole 
school staff are determined to make this 
school a great state school.  All we need now is 
for all our students to come to school learning 
ready, every day.
I mention often that Education is a gift 
offered to all young people across Australia. 
It’s not a free gift, as it does come with some 
expectations and obligations attached to it.  
However, its availability is an undeniable 
right for all Australian children, and it does 
guarantee a passport to a career if those 
obligations are met consistently.  When they 
are not, transition to work or further training 
becomes problematic.
Fortunately, most of our students, with 
support from their family, accept the challenge 
and give their best to achieve their best.  That 
is as it should be, and while we sometimes 
take for granted that students can and do 
strive for excellence, it’s important to be 
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Welcome to The Chill Room! 

This term with the help of Mr Rocco, MD2 
is open at Lunchtime as a space to come and 
play board games, do some art and craft, 
watch a short movie or to simply have a chat. 
The space has proven very popular with new 
friendships being formed and a space to 
escape the heat.
Over the next two weeks we will be making 
Christmas craft as we wind down for the 
holidays.
Merry Christmas

Angela Day 
E.A

Students Chill Out from 
the Heat

reminded often that we should reward effort 
and celebrate success.  Our Year 12 Graduation 
night, and the Clontarf and Follow the Dream 
celebrations were great examples of this fact.
The “Mobile Phone Policy” that we have been 
implementing over a long period of time has 
recently been supported by an announcement 
from the Minister of Education.  All staff have 
noticed a greater commitment from students 
to leave their phones in their bag or in their 
pocket throughout the day at school, and this 
is certainly having a positive impact on student 
learning and behaviour.
School attendance is an ongoing problem for 
a number of students.  It is interesting to note 
that a student in year 10 with a 75% attendance 
rate has effectively missed a full year of school 
between years 7 to 10.  This is certainly not a 
good preparation for their senior school study 
program, and to be honest I strongly believe 
there is little point in continuing on to year 11 
with such poor preparation in the first 4 years 
of high school.  Please check your child’s end-
of-year report, and if the attendance rate is less 
than 80% you need to have a strategy at home 
to fix that situation.
Finally, I want to thank all those parents and 
carers who have been in contact with the 
school this year.  You are always welcome here, 
and when teachers and parents work together, 
students will always do better at school.  I trust 
the Christmas period and holidays are really 
enjoyable and safe for you and your family, 
and I look forward to catching up again in 
2020.

Bill Mann 
Principal

Principal’s Report Cont...
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Students from the Trade Training Centre had 
a “to us that’s big” experience on Monday 
when a production crew came to film a new TV 
advertisement for BHP. In what took two hours 
but will end up being around 2 seconds of screen 
time, students had to shoot dozens of takes until 
the director was satisfied, they got the right shot.
Aaliyah Oozies was lucky enough to be selected 
to do a scene by herself; she now wants to be a 
movie star. 
Keep an eye out for our amazing students on TV. 
Well done TTC students and a big thank you for 
BHP for the experience.

Julian Wilmot
TTC Teacher

“To us That’s Big”
TTC Students’ 5 Minutes of Fame
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Engagement Programs get Festive
During weeks 6 and 7, the Middle School Engagement Program and the Senior School Engagement 
Program were asked to create paper Christmas tree decorations for the 2019 Clontarf awards night. The 
students were thrilled to be completing this task. Each layer of the tree was individually traced, cut and 
folded to produce the finished product. The trees colours were based on the Aboriginal flag and the Torres 
Strait Islander flag. The students were required to exercise a lot of patience as each tree can take up to 3 
hours to make. The students also needed to demonstrate extreme care and precision to make sure each 
leaf was folded perfectly. Overall, it was a great bonding activity for the two classrooms. Thank you Mrs 
Velkoski for the awesome templates the students used.

Chelsea Silvasi
EA

The Hedland Senior High School Specialist Arts 
Programme (SAP) Students on 

Ritmo Da Felicidade!
The SAP band and Welcome Centre students had the privilege of representing Hedland Senior High School 
in performance for the Kmart Wishing Tree Appeal celebration on Thursday the 14th of November 2019. 
Wishing Tree is Australia’s largest and longest running Christmas gift appeal to support community mem-
bers and families who are unable to afford gifts at Christmas and beyond. This year the Appeal focused on 
helping those in need all year around. 

The Hedland SHS students helped support the event with their “Ritimo Da Felicidade” which means 
Rhythms Of Joy. Their joyous musical performance brought excitement and many parents expressed their 
enjoyment and delight in experiencing the performance!

The students received small gifts and were invited to perform in different events next year. The Kmart 
Wishing Tree Appeal performance created opportunities to extend the partnerships between Hedland SHS, 
local organisations and the wider community to build a strong community spirit!
Alice Langa
Music specialist teacher
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Success for Ed Connect Program 
Hedland Senior High School is pleased to announce its continuing 
partnership with EdConnect Australia, a service that equips young 
people across the country with the life skills and learning support they 
need. The program has had great success in providing life-changing 
mentoring through weekly sessions with students within the school 
environment.

On the 26th of November EdConnect hosted their second Annual 
Pilbara Mentors Awards Night at the Courthouse Art Gallery, with 
our Principal Mr Mann, Deputy Principal Ms Parker and School 
Officer/EdConnect School Coordinator Miss Suzie joining the Roy Hill 
Community Foundation to celebrate a wonderful year of connecting our 
young people with the community.

A special congratulations goes out to Kirsten Thompson who was 
awarded the Mentor of the Year 2019 for her volunteer work at St 
Cecilia’s Primary School.

If you would like to know more about becoming a trained Mentor, 
please drop in to see Suzie at our Student Services office or contact 
Glenys EdConnect Australia (Pilbara) on 0499 030 707.

CHOOSEMATHS Program AMSI Teacher Consultant bids 
farewell to Hedland SHS

Experienced Teacher Consultant Helen Booth from the Australian Mathematical Sciences 
Institute (AMSI) said goodbye for the last time yesterday to the Mathematics Department at 
Hedland SHS. She has been developing the instructional practice of our mathematics teachers 
since 2016, coming twice a term, and the support has been invaluable for new and experienced 
teachers alike. 

She worked with our students and teachers in showcasing post-school pathways for 
mathematics learning by helping organise the ChooseMaths Day for Year 10 students. Helen 
has added significant value to the team here and we wish her every success as she moves on 
to strengthen mathematics education and research in SA. Goodbye for now, but not forever, 
Helen!
Sven Colic
Head of Mathematics
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Link Up Notice Board

Need a doctor  
when your local  
practice is closed?
Access to doctors after hours  
and all public holidays by  
phone or video in rural WA*

1800 CALL A DOC (1800 225 523)
*  This after hours service is available to specific postcodes in rural WA and is available 24/7 in some areas, to check  

your eligibility visit 1800calladoc.com.au or call 1800CallADoc to see if your area is eligible for the 24/7 service.

The Call a Doc service that is up and running for WA’s Great Southern, Wheatbelt, South West, 
Midwest and Goldfields regions has now been extended to the Pilbara region (with the exclusion of 

Pannawonica, the Perth metropolitan area and the Peel region). 

  

 

 

MASTER MIND AUSTRALIA’S 
JANUARY 2020 JUMP-START PROGRAMS 

NAPLAN -- Study Skills – Essay Writing – Subject Revision & Preparation  
For all students entering Year 7 – 12 in 2020 

The January Preparation Program aims to prepare students for Term 1 (2020) before the academic 
year begins. The classes will revise those important components from the 2019 syllabus that are vital 
for success in the new-year. The program will also preview what students can expect in their courses 

in 2020. 

Courses will be conducted at: 

                             Hale School                  Christ Church Grammar School   

Thursday 16th to Tuesday 21st January, 2020                    Sunday 19th to Friday 24th January, 2020             

                                    

*20% school discount per subject* 

Dr. Robert Hallam at Master Mind Australia on 9486 1377 

www.mastermindaustralia.com.au 

 

 

Mastermind Australia 2020
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Fees and Contributions

The 2020 Fees and 

contribution list is now 

available from the HSHS 

website and a Connect 

Notice has been sent out to 

all parents with a link to 

the form

Visit the website at 
hedlandshs.wa.edu.au 

to access the list
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Dates and Things to Remember

DATES TO REMEMBER

Dec 4-6  Year 9 Aspire Camp

Dec 5   Year 6 Parent Info Night (5pm)

Dec 6   Year 6 Orientation

Dec 11-13  School Musical

Dec 19   Last day 2019 – 12pm finish

THINGS TO REMEMBER

Fees & Contributions - The 2020 Fees and contribution list is 
now available from the HSHS website and a Connect Notice has been sent 
out to all parents with a link to the form

Uniform Shop - The P&C run the uniform on Friday morning 
between 7:30am & 9:00am

Drop off & Pick up - Student drop off and pick up area is at the 
Roberts Street end of the school. The Hamilton Road carpark is for staff 
and visitors only

Device Policy - All students must follow the electronic device 
policy that is signed on enrolment. Confiscated devices will be taken to 
administration and MUST be signed out by a parent / guardian


