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Hello to everyone out there in the Hedland SHS community. My 
name is Mary Griffiths and I am currently the Principal here at 
Hedland SHS while Mr Mann is on leave.

I spent 12 years in the metro area as Principal at Armadale SHS and 
am now helping out at regional schools when a deputy or principal is 
on leave.

I have been extremely impressed with Hedland SHS. This includes 
the 931 students and all of the staff. The school has a very positive 
atmosphere and students and staff have been extremely welcoming.

Although Hedland is a relatively isolated town it has some wonderful 
facilities and excellent work opportunities for our young people.
Unfortunately, during my short time here, I have had to lead 
the school in making some very difficult decisions based around 
COVID-19. It has been quite sad to cancel such wonderful events as 
the School Ball and Country Week. We are hoping that the ball will be 
held towards the end of the year.

I have been very grateful for the ongoing support and understanding 
from our parents and thank you on behalf of the whole school 
community. As you will have noticed we are sending COVID-19 
updates via the HSHS website, Connect and Facebook to help keep 
you in touch with what is happening here at school.

Please look after each other and remain safe.

Mary Griffiths
Principal

2020March

Primary and High 
Schools Band Together 

for STEM Club

Students from across 
Hedland’s primary schools 
have been involved in this 
term’s STEM Club. So far, 
students have covered 
designing electronic circuits, 
building pressure-pad alarm 
systems, creating magnetic 
fluids, and have learnt to 
solder effectively. We are 
looking forward to some big 
projects throughout the year!
Charles Bradshaw
STEM Coordinator

LINK UP
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Welcome Centre Students Practice Reading 
Strategy Techniques with a Class Book Outcome

In the Welcome Centre, the 
students have been learning 
about the Five Finger Retell 
Reading Strategy. It helps the 
students identify the five key 
elements of a story; Characters, 
Setting, Problems (beginning), 
Events (middle) and Solution 
(end). 
After practicing these techniques, 
the students were given a picture 
and asked to write a story based on 
the picture, focusing on what they 
have been learning.
This is our first class book and 
in this collection, Edition 1, 
our feature author and cover 
illustrator, is Eric Krakouer.  
The story collection is quite 
varied and certainly entertaining. 
The students have enjoyed this 
project and their work is proudly 
displayed in the Welcome Centre. 
Debra Perry
Education Assistant
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Girl’s REACH Program off to a 
Flying Start

The V Swans REACH program has been set up to support and engage female students, before, during 
and after school and with the long-term aim of guiding students to positively connect with the Hedland 
community. 
The program aims to; build Resilience, Empower female youth, 
ensure Accountability, build strong Connection to community and 
to live a positive and Healthy lifestyle. 
We have created a room that provides a safe and welcoming 
environment for the girls which is available before and after school 
as well as at recess and lunch times. We have a kitchen in our room 
so are able to provide food where necessary. We are also able to 
provide transport for students to get to and from school.
We will provide a variety of weekly activities as well as day excursions and camps. We will also be 
supporting the girls’ involvement in Community activities.
The REACH staff members include: Dana Bell (Co-ordinator for Years 7/8), Sarah Ramirez (Co-ordinator 
Years 9/10), Tegan Fielding (Co-ordinator Years 11/12) and Verinia Bin Saad (Trainee).
I would also like to acknowledge the work of Lilly Brackin ( Year 9)  who designed our REACH logo. The 
Circles in the middle represent the girls in the program, the outside dots represent the teachers, parents 
and guardians supporting the girls and they are reaching out and encouraging them, while the six blue lines 
represent the six year groups and their journey to achieve their goals.
If you have any questions regarding the REACH program please do not hesitate to contact myself, the 
REACH Program Co-Ordinator ( cbrewin@vswans.com.au) or you are most welcome to visit our room and 
have a chat with any of the staff.

Cate Brewin
(REACH Program Co-ordinator)

Year 10 Shooting Goals Students
Practice Coaching Skills

The Year 10 Shooting Goals students 
started their journey towards becoming 
coaches by running the Netball Have A 
Try Night for the Town of Port Hedland. 
All students were professional and showed 
all the young participants what a great 
sport netball is. This was the students first 
chance to coach netball before they run 
the Port Hedland Netball Associations Net 
Set Go in Term 2. 

Renee Tucker
Shooting Goals Program Officer
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HASS Teacher Wins Gandel Holocaust 
Studies Scholarship

From 29th December 2019 to 15th January 2020, I had the privilege to be part of 
a scholarship program offered by Yad Vashem, The World Holocaust Remembrance 
Centre in Jerusalem with 34 other selected Australian educators. 
The Gandel Holocaust Studies Program offers teachers the opportunity to learn how 
to teach the Holocaust effectively in a classroom setting. It equips educators with 
suitable knowledge and relevant resources to be able to communicate the true meaning 
of the event in history classes around the world. Ensuring that students are safe and 
not traumatised by Holocaust teaching is one of the main focuses of the program. We 
discussed at length resources that were appropriate and inappropriate for the safety of 
students in different year groups. 
Part of the program’s requirements are for educators to create a project at the end 
which they will deliver to their students. My project was to create a series of lessons 
on the Holocaust which I have delivered to the Year 10 students. These resources have 
been stored on the schools resource drive so teachers may use them when teaching the 
Holocaust at Hedland Senior High School. 
I would encourage all educators to apply for the 2020 Yad Vashem Scholarship 
Program. It was a humbling experience hearing Holocaust survivors share their first-
hand experiences and to realise that I play a part in ensuring history does not repeat 
itself. 

Mr Dillon Webb
HASS Teacher

Hearing From a Holocaust Survivor: 
Frances Elson

I met Frances Elson at the Los Angeles Museum of the Holocaust during a trip to the USA 
over the 2018 summer break. She is a Holocaust survivor. I was fortunate enough to have met her 
at the museum having arrived just in time to listen to her story. 
Her family was living in Poland when World War II broke out. As the German army advanced, 
Frances and her family were able to escape to the East along with some other Jewish families. 
They lived in poverty until the end of the war where they were sent to West Germany as refugees 
waiting to be transferred to their new home. After some time they were granted visas to move to 
Canada. Today Frances lives in Los Angeles and shares her family’s story during this harsh period 
of time. 
Frances has a unique way of telling her story. She uses melted and fused glass that covers family 
photographs, important documents and articles that are used as visuals. I found this to be a 
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fascinating and effective way to tell people about the Holocaust. After listening to her story, 
Frances agreed to speak to Year 10 students at Hedland Senior High School over Skype in line 
with their studies on the Holocaust. This year has been the second year she has done so. Frances 
looks forward to sharing her story again to a new group of students next year. 

Mr Dillon Webb - HASS Teacher

Tayla Russell
“It was a privilege to be able to hear from someone that lived during this time. It is different 
from learning from a textbook. I was able to understand her pain whilst she shared her story. It 
is surprising how the Holocaust still affects Frances to this day but over time, she has discovered 
how to express her inner thoughts, feelings and emotions of it through glass artwork which 
forms part of her presentation. It is inspiring to me how Frances has overcome the Holocaust 
in a positive manner and can talk to others about her past. This has helped us as students to 
understand how the Holocaust affected Jewish people.” 

Darian Myburgh
“Frances expressed her story through images of the devastation of World War II and through 
her profession as a glass artist. One of her art pieces that were mentioned during the call was 
‘Broken… A Holocaust Memorial in Fused in Glass’. This showed her family’s hardships while 
living through a ‘broken’ era. On her website, Fuzion by Frances, when describing her artwork 
she states, “Although I have ached to tell this story for many years, it was only my journey in the 
world of fused glass that gave me a vehicle for telling my story.” Frances’ physical representation 
of her experience through the Holocaust gave students a personal and visual understanding of 
her life. The stories of her past linked in well with what we are studying and help elaborate on the 
causes and effects of the Holocaust. Learning about Frances Elson’s experience really shaped the 
way we perceived how Jewish people were treated in the 1930s and 1940s. This was a time where 
antisemitism was condoned in parts of Europe and Jewish people were seen as less than human.

Yusef Tuando
“Frances gave the students of 10AE and 10.1 the opportunity to hear her family’s intense story 
of survival which consisted of invalidated loss, constant migration and small, yet comforting 
victories. She told the story of her family’s tragedies and triumphs through a series of PowerPoint 
slides and five of her glass artworks. Each artwork had pictures and newspaper articles of 
deceased and living relatives, all contained under melted and fused glass.” 

Hearing From a Holocaust Survivor: 
Frances Elson CONT....
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The Archaeological Wonders of the 
Burrup Peninsula

In Week 4, Year 7 students had the opportunity to have guest speaker, Dr. Ken Mulvaney, 
visit their HASS classes to speak to them about archaeology on the Burrup Peninsula. The 
Burrup (also known as Murujuga) is located north of Dampier and is home to be the highest 
concentration of rock engravings of any known site in the world. 
Dr. Mulvaney is one of Australia’s leading archaeologists and it currently the Principal Cultural 
Heritage officer at Rio Tinto Iron Ore in the Pilbara. He shared with students his extensive 
knowledge about the archaeological evidence (including the rock engravings) that has been 
found at the Burrup. 
Students were particularly amazed to learn that there is evidence to prove that Aboriginal people 
have been living in the Pilbara region and practicing their culture here for over 50 000 years. 
Dr. Mulvaney emphasised the spiritual and 
cultural significance of the site and continues 
to advocate for it to be named as a World 
Heritage area.

Ms Fazioli
HASS Teacher 

Pools Reward for SSEP
In week 6, the Senior School Engagement Program students were treated to a day at the 

pools to celebrate the success in their OLNA testing. Weeks 1-4 were spent working hard in the 
SSEP classroom in all three areas; Reading, Writing and Numeracy. In the days of testing during 
Week 5 students showed an impressive amount of effort and really excelled in these compared 
to previous years. Whether they had missed the testing prior or just weren’t quite there yet, the 
improvement in their preparation, concentration, behaviour and responses was remarkable. The 
day spent at the pools consisted of a lot of swimming, volleyball games, team-building skills, 
inspiring conversations and a delicious sausage sizzle & hamburger cook up for lunch. Overall, 
it was a very fun and relaxing day enjoyed by all before students commenced their Cert II in Rail 
course and planned work placements for the remainder of Term 1. 
Zoe Varis
Senior School Engagement Teacher
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Meet the Staff
M a ry  G r i f f i t h s

Department:
Admin - Principal

How long have you 
been at HSHS? 
4 weeks

Where are you 
from?
Perth
What you wanted 
to be when you 
grew up?
Teacher or Doctor

BBQ or Tomato 
Sauce? 
Tomato

DC or Marvel? 
Marvel

Rollerskates or 
Rollerblades? 
Rollerskates

Spicy or Mild 
food? 
Spicy

A l i c e  C o l b e c k
Department:
Student Services

How long have 
you been at HSHS? 
6th year

Where are you 
from?
Hobart, Tasmania
What you wanted 
to be when you 
grew up?
PE Teacher

Bungy Jump or 
Skydive? 
Skydive

Hard or Soft 
Tacos? 
Soft

Sausage Rolls or 
Pies? 
Sausage Roll

Monopoly or Uno? 
Uno

C a s s i e  O ’ C o n n e l l
Department:
English

How long have you 
been at HSHS? 
3 weeks

Where are you 
from?
Perth
What you wanted 
to be when you 
grew up?
A teacher

BBQ or Tomato 
Sauce? 
Tomato

DC or Marvel? 
Marvel

Rollerskates or 
Rollerblades? 
Blades

Spicy or Mild food? 
Spicy

P h i l  M u r r ay
Department:
Technologies

How long have you 
been at HSHS? 
34 years – since 
1986

Where are you 
from?
Perth
What you wanted 
to be when you 
grew up?
Mechanic

Bungy Jump or 
Skydive? 
Skydive
Hard or Soft 
Tacos? 
Hard – that’s part 
of the challenge!

Sausage Rolls or 
Pies? 
Pies of course

Monopoly or Uno? 
Monopoly if I had 
to

M a r e e  D o e l
Department:
Student Services

How long have you 
been at HSHS? 
4 years

Where are you 
from?
New Zealand
What you wanted 
to be when you 
grew up?
Mother

BBQ or Tomato 
Sauce? 
Chutney

DC or Marvel? 
DC

Rollerskates or 
Rollerblades? 
Rollerskates

Spicy or Mild food? 
Spicy
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Things 
to Remember

Drop off & Pick Up - Student drop off & pick up is on ROBERTS STREET.
Please use the designated areas to park in order to keep traffic flowing and 
minimise risk of accidents.

Uniform Shop – the P & C run the uniform shop on Friday morning between 
7:30am & 9:30am

Device Policy – The mobile phone policy has been written in line with the 
education department policy and all students must follow it. Confiscated phones 
will be taken to the administration office and MUST be signed out by a parent / 
guardian. Parents please do NOT text or call your children on their mobile during 
school hours. Please call the school if you need to speak to your child.

Fees and Contributions – Voluntary Contributions and school fees can be 
paid via eftpos / cash / direct debit. Please contact the office on 9172 8000 if you 
wish to pay over the phone.

Late/Absent students– If your child is sick or late, please contact the school 
via PHONE (9172 8000) / SMS (0407194674) / EMAIL (hedland.shs@education.
wa.edu.au)  

COVID-19 UPDATES
Regular updates will be provided through the HSHS website 
(www.hedlandshs.wa.edu.au), connect and Facebook


