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December 2020 Term 4

This newsletter is again full of information about all things at Hedland Senior High 
School.  Please take the time to read and enjoy the wide range of experiences on 
offer here to our students.
This is the transition term for high schools.  As we say goodbye to our graduating 
year 12s, we welcome incoming year 6s from our local primary schools.  New 
programs are being developed and existing programs are being enhanced to ensure our teachers and 
students have the best possible opportunity to teach and learn to the best of their ability.  This really 
important work is about delivering high quality learning in a safe and supportive environment, something 
the Hedland community expects from its high school every day.
As the new Principal of Hedland Senior High School, I am relishing the opportunity of working with the 
school community to continue on the journey in the pursuit of excellence. 
We are the school of choice and every student is on a pathway to individual success.
The students are at the centre of our world and I want to ensure we provide an environment that promotes 
our school values of Care, Courtesy, Respect and Responsibility. Our intention is to promote inclusivity, 
equality and acceptance of cultural diversity. 
We are fortunate to have so much support from our community partners and we will continue to build 
strong positive relationships to maximise opportunities for our students. We are uncompromising in 
our commitment to provide the best education in school and provide every student with a pathway to a 
successful future.
I am impressed by the enthusiasm, passion and dedication of our staff and will 
continue to strengthen support to provide targeted professional learning to all 
staff. This will ensure our students continue to be immersed in a curriculum that is 
engaging, challenging and rewarding.
I love being part of Hedland Senior High School and am really enjoying living in the 
town. I am excited to see what Hedland has to offer.
I wish all families a safe and happy holiday and a very merry Christmas & New Year 
and I look forward to meeting all our new parents and students in 2021.

Janine Keall │ Principal
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Class of 2020 Ready for the World

On Wednesday 18th November, our year 12 students made their final debut under lights on our front lawn, 
celebrating with their family, friends, teachers and special guests. We celebrated their completion of 13 
years of schooling, six of which had been here, at Hedland Senior High School. 

Reaching the end of Year 12 and achieving WACE is challenging and demanding. In 2020, our students had 
the added complication of COVID-19 as an additional stress to their lives. It required our students to focus 
and apply themselves while contending with various disappointments throughout the year. Some of our 
students have, and will soon, qualify for a university pathway through their ATAR studies, others are seeking 
and securing apprenticeships and traineeships that will give them qualifications to secure their future. We 
are proud of the resilience they fostered within themselves and their fortitude in overcoming all of these 
obstacles. Congratulations, Class of 2020. 

Sarah Mulhare │ Yr 12 Coordinator
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Always Was 
Always Will Be

NAIDOC Week 2020 was celebrated across the country this year under the theme Always Was, Always 
Will Be. At Hedland SHS, NAIDOC Week provides staff and students the opportunity to acknowledge and 
celebrate the history, culture, and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. 

This year’s theme reminds us that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders have occupied and cared for this 
land for over 65,000 years, and that their cultures have been recognised as the oldest living cultures in 
the world. It presents students with an opportunity to delve into the history and connection Indigenous 
Australians share with the land. 

NAIDOC Week was opened at Hedland SHS with a student-led assembly, acknowledging the significance 
of the week ahead and conducting a flag-raising ceremony with student representatives from Follow the 
Dream, Clontarf Academy and REACH. 

Staff from our specialist programs worked together to put on a variety of local feeds for lunch every day, 
with kangaroo stew, damper, camel burgers, and crocodile and kangaroo sausages satisfying staff and 
students alike. The extra energy was worked off with a staff vs. students volleyball game and an energising 
performance from Island Breeze Tribe. 

On Friday, NAIDOC Week celebrations culminated with a range of cultural activities on offer for students. 
Spear throwing, seedpod and tile painting, and bracelet making were popular activities, and students were 
able to capture the memory of the week in front of the Welcome Centre’s three stunning photo booth 
backdrops. Each backdrop featured an iconic Australian landscape – Uluru, the Great Barrier Reef, and the 
Bungle Bungles – and props to match the scene. 

The Aboriginal Education Committee would like to thank Aboriginal United Services and Nyiyaparli 
Charitable Trust for their generous funding, which allowed NAIDOC Week to be a special and ceremonious 
event at Hedland SHS. Additionally, we would like to thank a number of community agencies for getting 
involved with celebrations at the School: FMG, Hope Community Services Hedland, Wirrika Maya Health 
Service, Bloodwood Tree Association, South Hedland Police Station, Bobbi Lockyer, and Mary Agale. Thank 
you for your time and generosity in helping all of us at Hedland SHS build a stronger connection to country. 

Chi Yen See Tho
HOLA │ HASS
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Cert II 

in Rail 

Achieved

Fifteen Engagement and year 12 students successfully completed their 
Certificate II in Rail at the end of term 3 to kick start their bright future 
ahead of them. The qualification was done with Iron Training, where 
students done both a theory and practical component. This enables 
them to work on the Rail upon completion of schooling. All students 
showed dedication, reliability and motivation throughout the whole 
course and should be very proud of themselves for the endurance and 
maturity they displayed. Well done guys!
Zoe Varis │ Year 11 & 12 Engagement Teacher 

Student Council Yarn

Broome Cup was an amazing experience for us as students. The 
biggest highlight for me was the opportunity I was given to play 
against the Broome teams that competed in the tournament. 
We all appreciate the school taking us to this even after Covid 
19 stopped so many of the fun things we enjoy participating at 
the school.
Lidia Teitzel │ Student Council member
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Highlights in Home Economics!

This term, the Home Economics department has been super busy. Students have completed a range of 
projects in all year levels, which have allowed them to achieve rewarding results in the end. 
Lower school 
In lower school, each course has been working on different tasks. The year 7 Home Economic students 
have just complete a muffin assessment, which allows them to investigate and produce their own muffins.
In addition, the year 8 Craft students have completed a string art project as well as a Gingerbread house. 
Things got technical when they had to assemble the houses and some are more unique than others. On 
the other hand, the year 8 Home Economics class have moved from cooking to textiles and are currently 
constructing their calico bags. 
Upper School
The year 10s have transitioned well and have adapted to classroom routines and requirements in Food 
Science and Children, Family and Community. They are slowly getting used to the four lessons a week and 
are enjoying an extra cooking lesson. 

Murni Bolden │ Home Economics Teacher
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Year 7 & 8 Students
Rewarded for their Efforts

On Friday, 27 November the year 7 and 8 students had their end of year rewards day. Students were 
treated to a film in the Matt Dann Theatre and a sausage-sizzle-intermission at lunch. A huge thank you to 
all the staff who helped out, we couldn’t have done it without you. 

The biggest thanks, however, goes to our students who we are in awe of every single day. The resilience, 
hard work and dedication that the year 7 & 8 students consistently invest in their education at HSHS, does 
not go unnoticed. 

Students with excellent behaviour and high attendance were extended an invitation to the rewards day, and 
we must say, they definitely deserved it. Even after a notoriously tough year these students have worked 
hard, and we hope the smiles and laughs today were worth it. Keep up the hard work champions! We are 
so proud of you.

Miss Williams & Miss Chapman
Yr 7 & Yr 8 Coordinators

YoHFest Music Composition 
in Isolation

This year during the isolation period, Hedland Senior 
High School year 9 and SAP Band students participated 
in YoHFest music composition. Students composed 
three original songs namely, ‘Go Away’ by Lidia Teitzel, 
‘Covid-19’ by Joel Guest and ‘We Overcome’ by the 
SAP HSHS Band about Covid-19. Collectively, they 
received three Merit awards for their well-designed 
compositions, originality, natural entertaining ability and 
an excellent musicality. YoHFest uses the arts platform 
for students to explore important health issues and 
harness their creativity and enthusiasm to convey these 
health messages to peers. Hedland Senior High School 
students took this opportunity to orchestrate, rehearse 
and perform with excitement and their efforts did not 
go unnoticed. Well Done to the HSHS Band and year 9s 
students for your great work!
Ms Langa│Music Teacher
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The Year in Pictures
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Hedland Cohort Follow 
the Leadership Dream

Hedland Follow the Dream students recently visited Perth on a career and leadership camp. The students 
took part in a variety of experiences that exposed them to the rich possibilities of post-school education 
and to develop (or discover) their talents.
One of the themes of the camp was the changing nature of the workplace. Students visited the Roy Hill 
Remote Operations Centre, they learned how technology is used at the Water Corporation and how data 
scientists will be a crucial part of every business of the future at the WA Data Science and Innovation Hub.
Personal growth is also a focus for students at Follow the Dream. Students volunteered at Foodbank, took 
part in a performance workshop at WAAPA and considered their pathway from High School to their dream 
career. Kurtis Jackson (year 8) enjoyed the career planning sessions, “I really liked how I can follow my 
dream jobs and become something.”
Students were lucky enough to hear from Hedland Follow the Dream Alumni, Thierra Clanton (2008). She 
spoke about her role with the Water Corporation and said students need not feel locked into a career 
forever, they should always be guided by their interests and values, not just what their friends are doing.
Students were initially concerned when I told them we were spending an entire day at Curtin University 
with the Curtin AHEAD team. Joziah Taylor (year 8) reflected, ‘I thought it was going to be just boring the 
whole day, but they actually had some fun activities’. For many students, Curtin was the highlight of the 
camp as we were welcomed by Nyungar Cultural Advisor Ingrid Cumming who told us about the local 
culture and ceremony. Students were teamed up with mentors all day who were current Curtin students, 
they took part in a scavenger hunt to familiarise themselves with the campus, created prototype vehicles 
for a wind-tunnel activity and visited different centres and institutes within the University.
But it wasn’t all work. Students visited bounce, played sport with St Catherine’s college residents, heard 
from respected Aboriginal Elder Noel Nannup and learned how to surf at Scarborough beach, Tash George 
(year 7) reflected on the experience, “Being on the board and actually standing on it felt so good!”. 
Follow the Dream works to empower Aboriginal students to pursue their dreams at school and beyond. I 
am sure, the memories and learnings students took away from this camp will stay with them and inspire 
them to achieve for years to come.
Special thanks to the following organisations who made time to meet our students:

St Catherines College
Roy Hill
Foodbank
Water Corporation
Scarborough Surf School
UWA School of Indigenous Studies
Curtin Ahead Program
Greg Nannup
Mt Lawley Follow the Dream
Western Australian Academy of Performing Arts -
Aboriginal Performance Program

Simon Thompson Follow│the Dream Coordinator
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Year 7 Student makes 
Top Two Percent!

In term 3 of this year, one of our year 7 students, Stuart 
Wilson participated in a country wide Australian Mathematics 
Competition (AMC) administered by the Australian Maths 
Trust. Australia’s leading educators and academics, with a 
deep understanding of our national curriculum standards, 
actively design the unique AMC problems each year. As part 
of the Gifted and Talented Program at Hedland Senior High 
School, Stuart was given the opportunity to be one of several 
hundreds of thousands of students who entered the 2020 
Australian Mathematics Competition. This is one of the world’s 
greatest competitions. We are very pleased to announce that 
Stuart earned a High Distinction Certificate which places him 
in the top 2% for his division, Junior (years 7–8) in Australia. 
Congratulations Stuart on this amazing achievement! 
Tandy Williams │ SIDE Supervisor

Follow 
the Dream 
Students 
Achieve 
Together 

Hedland Follow the Dream students worked alongside local artist Christy Thompson to turn a bare wall at 
the Roberts Road entrance into something special. This mural is a gift to the school from the students. The 
aim was to make the area look fresh and appealing, as well as inspire and engage students in the Follow 
the Dream Program to take advantage of the educational, personal development and community building 
opportunity this mural provided. It features the school motto ‘Together We Achieve’ and reminds us of the 
natural and industrial wonders on our doorstep such as the five finger shaped tidal creeks (Marapikurrinya), 
the water tower and the salt pile. The students who took part in the mural now have a sense of pride and 
ownership for the space, a new appreciation for the mural painting process and a reminder everyday as 
they walk through the school gates that they have contributed to the rich community of our school.
Special thanks to Town of Port Hedland - Community Arts and Culture Grant , The Graham ‘Polly’ Farmer 
Foundation for funding the mural.
Thanks also to Hedland SHS and Karen Ballantyne for making the project possible.
Simon Thompson │ Follow The Dream Coordinator
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Funky Christmas Trees 
of POrt Hedland 

Get the listof partipating
businesses, collect your voting
slip from the visitors centre,

check out all the trees and vote
for your favourite.

drop you vote in to the Visitors
Centre to be in the draw for a

Christmas package prize  

Dec 1 - 18

Contact the Visitors Centre for more info  
91731711

Community
Noticeboard
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DATES
17 Dec 2020 ....................Last day Term 4 and the 2020 school year! 

(School closes normal time - 2:15pm)
25 Dec 2020 ....................Christmas day
1 Feb 2021 ......................First Day Term 1

INFORMATION
School drop off and pick up area – The drop off and pick up area for students is at the Roberts Street 
end of the school. Students are not be picked up from Hamilton Road

Mobile Phone Policy – Hedland Senior High School acknowledges that students may need to bring mobile 
phones and/or electronic devices for use when travelling to and home from school. However, whilst at 
school, mobile phones/electronic devices must not be used. Parents and carers are encouraged to relay 
urgent messages to their children using the administration phone number (9172 8000).

Uniform Policy – At HSHS we are proud of our 100% compliance with school uniform. Students are 
expected to wear full uniform each day in line with school policy. Students who attend school without 
the correct uniform will be asked to go to the administration office and organise for the correct uniform 
to dropped to the school, or a new item to be purchased. Please ensure your child is wearing the correct 
uniform to avoid receiving a phone call.

Uniform shop – The uniform shop is open Friday mornings from 7:30am to 9:00am. If you wish to order 
and pay for uniforms prior to Friday, this can be done by calling the school on 9172 8000 with a credit card 
or coming to the school in person to pay with cash or card. If you wish to pay via direct debit, please email 
the school (hedland.shs@education.wa.edu.au) with the order form and transfer your payment to the P&C 
account – BSB: 036190, ACCT: 022968

Have a safe and happy Christmas and New Year. 
We look forward to seeing you in 2021

Dates and Information to Remember
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